
Mount Sinai and Mount Zion 
Hebrews 12:18-29 

“For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, 

and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, 

and tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of 

words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word 

should not be spoken to them any more: 20 (for they could 

not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a 

beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust 

through with a dart: 21 and so terrible was the sight, that 

Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:) 22 but ye are 

come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of 

angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the 

firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to God the Judge 

of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 and to 

Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, and to the blood of 

sprinkling, that speaketh better things than that of Abel. 

25 See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. For if they 

escaped not who refused him that spake on earth, much 

more shall not we escape, if we turn away from him that 

speaketh from heaven: 26 whose voice then shook the earth: 

but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not 

the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And this word, Yet once 

more, signifieth the removing of those things that are 

shaken, as of things that are made, that those things which 

cannot be shaken may remain. 

28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be 

moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God 

acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 29 for our God is 

a consuming fire.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

CIT:  Why Should the Hebrews Not Fall Away From the 

New Covenant? 

 

CIT: Why Should they Truly Accept Jesus as Their 

Messiah? 

 

I.  They Should Not Fall Back to the Old Covenant, 

Because it is the Place of Fear and Death (vs. 18-21)—

“For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, 

and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness, 

and tempest, 19 and the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of 

words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word 

should not be spoken to them any more: 20 (for they could 

not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a 

beast touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust 

through with a dart: 21 and so terrible was the sight, that 

Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake:)” 

 

 A.  The Analogy of the Old and New Covenant 

 

1.  The 2 Different Mountains—Mount Sinai, 

Mount Zion 

 

a.  Paul uses these 2 different mountains 

to symbolize the characteristics of these 

2 different covenants 
 



i.  Mt. Sinai—The Mosaic 

Covenant 
 

 Another name for it—the 

Old Covenant or Old 

Testament 

 It is that which makes up 

Judaism 

 Mt. Sinai is the place where 

Israel—after they had been 

delivered from Egyptian 

bondage—met with God 

and made a covenant with 

Him 

 

o It was a covenant and 

Law 

o That said that God 

would be there God—

and they would be His 

people—if they kept 

that covenant 

 

 The system of the Law of 

God 

 A religion that demands 

absolute obedience to that 

Law 

 It was a system of great 

difficulty and aggravation—

because of the impossibility 

to ever keep that Law 

 Israel was never able to 

truly keep that Law 

 It was a system that brought 

God’s severe punishment 
and the promise of His 

cursing—upon all those 

who break that Covenant 

 

ii.  Mt. Zion—The New Covenant 

 

 The Covenant of Grace 

 Mt. Zion is an actual 

location in Israel 

 

o It is the hill in which 

Jerusalem is built 

upon 

o It was king David 

who conquered that 

place and made it the 

capital city of Israel 

o It was there that 

David moved the Ark 

of the Covenant to 

o And the temple would 

later be built there 

o And because of the 

temple being there—it 

began to be known as 

the place where God 

dwelled 

 



Psalm 74:1-2—“O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? 

why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy 

pasture? 2 Remember thy congregation, which thou hast 

purchased of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou 

hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt.” 

 

Psalm 76:1-2—“In Judah is God known: his name is great 

in Israel. 2 In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling 

place in Zion.” 

 

Psalm 135:21—“Blessed be the Lord out of Zion, which 

dwelleth at Jerusalem” 

 

Psalm 132:13-14—“For the Lord hath chosen Zion; he 

hath desired it for his habitation. 14  This is my rest for 

ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it.” 

 

 Why does Paul use Mt. Zion 

as an allegory for the New 

Covenant? 

 

o 1—it was the place of 

God’s dwelling 

 

 It was 

considered the 

place where 

God placed His 

name upon 

 

o 2—it was the place 

where men and 

women could be 

made right with God 

(symbolically) 

 

 Every year—on 

the Day of 

Atonement—

the high priest 

would go into 

the Holy of 

Holies and 

offer a sacrifice 

on behalf of the 

people 

 And for a 

moment of 

time—Israel 

could rest from 

guilt of their sin 

 We do know 

that it was only 

a symbolic rest 

 

Hebrews 10:4—“For it is not possible that the blood of 

bulls and of goats should take away sins.” 

 

 

o And because of its 

symbolism—Zion 

became known as the 

symbol for the New 

Covenant  

 



 The place 

where man and 

God were 

united together 

 The place 

where man 

could find 

peace with God 

 

o 3—God prophesied 

that it would be in 

Zion—where His 

salvation would be 

found 

 

Isaiah 46:13—“ I bring near my righteousness: it shall not 

be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry: and I will place 

salvation in Zion for Israel my glory.” 

 

b.  So Paul is going to draw a line of 

contrast between these 2 covenants—

represented by these 2 mountains 

 

 i.  A covenant of Law—Judaism  

ii.  A covenant of Grace—

salvation in Christ 

 

 B.  Mt. Sinai—the Mountain of Fear and Death 

 

(vs. 18-21)—“For ye are not come unto the mount that 

might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto 

blackness, and darkness, and tempest, 19 and the sound of a 

trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard 

intreated that the word should not be spoken to them any 

more: 20 (for they could not endure that which was 

commanded, And if so much as a beast touch the mountain, 

it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: 21 and so 

terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exceedingly fear 

and quake:)” 

 

  1.  What the New Covenant ISN’T 

 

a.  The New Covenant isn’t anything like 

the Old Covenant 

 

i.  The Old Covenant—symbolized 

by Mt. Sinai—is a fearful covenant 

ii.  It is a covenant of death 

iii.  It is a covenant of cursing 

iv.  It is a covenant of God’s anger 

and wrath 

 

NOTE:  Sometimes, people look at the Old Testament and 

they see a God of severe anger and wrath at man’s sin.  And 

then they look at the New Testament and they see a God of 

great grace and patience. 

 

Well one of the reasons why we see God’s anger and 

judgment put on display so much is because of the covenant 

that God and Israel made at Mt. Sinai.  It was a very, very 

strict covenant that demanded absolute holiness on Israel’s 

part.  And if Israel broke that covenant—which they did 

continually—they invited God’s wrath upon them for the 

breaking of that covenant. 

 

Paul said previously in Hebrews 



 

Hebrews 10:28—“He that despised Moses’ law died 

without mercy under two or three witnesses” 

 

EXAMPLE: 

 

One of the points of the covenant said that the Israelites 

were not to work upon the 7
th

 day—the Sabbath, but 

they were to rest. 

 

Numbers 15:32-36—“And while the children of Israel were 

in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks 

upon the sabbath day. 33 And they that found him gathering 

sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the 

congregation. 34 And they put him in ward, because it was 

not declared what should be done to him. 

35 And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall be surely 

put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with 

stones without the camp. 36 And all the congregation 

brought him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, 

and he died; as the Lord commanded Moses.” 

 

Man!!  That sounds so severe.  That’s the point.  The 

covenant that God made with Israel was a fearful 

covenant.  It was not to be taken lightly.  And anyone 

who did—would face God’s judgment for it. 

 

v.  So starts off—by pointing out 

that the covenant that he has been 

pointing them to—is nothing like 

the Old Covenant—that they have 

been long associated with 

 

b.  Paul uses Israel’s experience at Mt. 

Sinai as a way to characterize what the 

Old Covenant is like 

 

i.  It was physical—“For ye are 

not come unto the mount that 

might be touched” 

 

 Everything about Israel 

experience when they came 

to that mountain—was a 

physical experience 

 The New Covenant stands in 

direct contrast to that 

 

Vs. 22—“but ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 

city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” 

 

 The Old Covenant was not 

the real deal 

 It was a physical illustration 

of a spiritual reality 

 It was a covenant that only 

resided in the physical—not 

the spiritual 

 

NOTE:  We mentioned earlier in our study in Hebrews—

that the Old Covenant was like a child’s picture book.  It 

gave several pictures to point to heavenly truths.  It was not 

the heavenly reality—but was rather a picture of that 

heavenly reality. 

 



When you teach young children—you don’t start off with 

teaching abstract concepts.  You give the young children 

physical objects in which to teach them basic truths with.  

And once they have mastered the concepts that those 

physical objects pointed to—there is no longer a need for the 

physical. 

 

That’s the same way here.  The Old Covenant was nothing 

more than a physical picture book teaching heavenly truth. 

 

ii.  It was fearful—“that burned 

with fire, nor unto blackness, and 

darkness, and tempest, 19 and the 

sound of a trumpet, and the voice 

of words; which voice they that 

heard intreated that the word 

should not be spoken to them any 

more…21 and so terrible was the 

sight, that Moses said, I 

exceedingly fear and quake” 

 

 After Israel was delivered 

from their 400 year 

bondage—God brought 

them to a mountain out in 

the middle of the Sinai 

desert 

 He told Moses to prepare 

the people to meet with Him 

at the base of the mountain 

 

o They were to clean 

themselves 

o They were to clean 

their clothes 

o They were to abstain 

from physical 

relationships with 

their mates 

o They were to be 

completely pure when 

they met with God 

 

 And on the third day—all 

the sudden a loud trumpet 

began to sound—

summoning them to the 

mountain 

 

Exodus 19:16-19—“And it came to pass on the third day in 

the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a 

thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 

exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp 

trembled. 17 And Moses brought forth the people out of the 

camp to meet with God; and they stood at the nether part of 

the mount. 18 And mount Sinai was altogether on a smoke, 

because the Lord descended upon it in fire: and the smoke 

thereof ascended as the smoke of a furnace, and the whole 

mount quaked greatly. 19 And when the voice of the trumpet 

sounded long, and waxed louder and louder” 

 

o Everything about 

what they 

experienced—was 

fearful 



o And what made it 

worse—was when 

God began to speak—

and spell out the 

covenant 

 

Vs. 19—“and the voice of words; which voice they that 

heard intreated that the word should not be spoken to them 

any more” 

 

Exodus 20:18-19—“And all the people saw the 

thunderings, and the lightnings, and the noise of the 

trumpet, and the mountain smoking: and when the people 

saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 19 And they said 

unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and we will hear: but let 

not God speak with us, lest we die.” 

 

 Even Moses was noted as 

saying, “I exceedingly fear 

and quake” 

 What God was saying—by 

putting on this display—is 

that this covenant cannot be 

treated lightly 
 

o You CANNOT break 

this covenant without 

facing the awful 

wrath of God 

 

Exodus 19:20—“And Moses said unto the people, Fear not: 

for God is come to prove you, and that his fear may be 

before your faces, that ye sin not.” 

 

iii.  It was forbidding—“And if so 

much as a beast touch the 

mountain, it shall be stoned, or 

thrust through with a dart” 

 

 At Mt. Sinai—God told 

them to set up barriers 

around the mountain—to 

keep the people away from 

God 

 God could not be 

approached 

 And if anything—so much 

as an animal touch the 

mountain—it was to be 

killed 

 If there is anything—that we 

have learned about the Old 

Covenant—is that it 

continually kept man away 

from God 

 

o Man could never 

draw near to God 

through the Old 

Covenant 

o When God instructed 

the building of the 

tabernacle—He told 

Moses that the their 

were to be veils set up 



between the people 

and God 

o So that no one could 

ever go into the 

presence of God 

o Even when they were 

moving around in the 

wilderness—God 

instructed that the 

furniture be 

covered—so as to 

separate the people 

from the things of 

God 

 

NOTE:  But do you remember what happened when Jesus 

died on the cross?  God gave the world a symbolic gesture.  

When Jesus hung his head and died—it says that the veil of 

the temple was torn asunder from top to bottom—exposing 

the “dwelling place of God” for the very first time in Israel’s 

history. 

 

What God was saying, through Jesus’s death—is that man 

now has access to God. 

 

Man could never have such access in the Old Covenant. 

 

 The Old Covenant was Physical 

 It was Fearful 

 It was Forbidding 

 

CIT:  Why Should the Hebrews Not Fall Away From the 

New Covenant?—but Fully Embrace Christ 

 

I.  They Should Not Fall Back to the Old Covenant, 

Because it is the Place of Fear and Death 

 

II.  They Should Not Fall Back to the Old Covenant, 

Because the New is the Place of Joy and Life (vs. 22-

24)—“but ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of 

the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an 

innumerable company of angels, 23 to the general assembly 

and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, 

and to God the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men 

made perfect, 24 and to Jesus the mediator of the new 

covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh better 

things than that of Abel.” 

 

 A.  Mt. Zion 

 

1.  Paul takes us to Mt. Zion which is a figure 

of the spiritual covenant that Christ extends to 

all men 

 

 a.  Mt. Sinai was fearful and forbidding 

 b.  But Mt. Zion stands in direct contrast  

 

  i.  It is inviting—to all men 

  ii.  It is gracious  

 

 c.  Why? 

 

i.  Because Mt. Sinai is not a place 

where men have to please God—

based on Sinai’s terms—absolute 

obedience to God’s Law 



ii.  Jesus Christ satisfied all the 

terms of the Law—and God is 

pleased with Him 

 

 And with all those who are 

in Him 

 All those who have entered 

into the New Covenant 

 

d.  Sinai is a place of clouds and thick 

darkness—but Zion is called the city of 

Light 

e.  Sinai stands for judgment and death—

but Zion for forgiveness and life 

f.  Paul tells the Hebrews—that in 

Christ—they have not come to Sinai—

but to Zion—the city of God 

 

  2.  What they Have in the New Covenant 

 

a.  They are possessors of the Heavenly 

City—“but ye are come unto mount 

Sion, and unto the city of the living God, 

the heavenly Jerusalem” 

 

i.  That city is called in 

Revelation—“The New 

Jerusalem” 

 

 Even the physical Jerusalem 

that we see today, located in 

the Middle East—is not the 

place of God’s dwelling 

 It just pointed to that place 

 

Revelation 21:2, 9-27—“And I John saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 

prepared as a bride adorned for her husband… And there 

came unto me one of the seven angels which had the seven 

vials full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, 

saying, Come hither, I will shew thee the bride, the Lamb’s 

wife. 

10 And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high 

mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy 

Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 11 having 

the glory of God: and her light was like unto a stone most 

precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; 12 and 

had a wall great and high, and had twelve gates, and at the 

gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are 

the names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 on 

the east three gates; on the north three gates; on the south 

three gates; and on the west three gates. 14 And the wall of 

the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of 

the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 

15 And he that talked with me had a golden reed to measure 

the city, and the gates thereof, and the wall thereof. 16 And 

the city lieth foursquare, and the length is as large as the 

breadth: and he measured the city with the reed, twelve 

thousand furlongs. The length and the breadth and the 

height of it are equal. (1,380 miles in each direction) 

17 And he measured the wall thereof, an hundred and forty 

and four cubits, according to the measure of a man, that is, 

of the angel. 

18 And the building of the wall of it was of jasper: and the 

city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 19 And the 

foundations of the wall of the city were garnished with all 



manner of precious stones. The first foundation was jasper; 

the second, sapphire; the third, a chalcedony; the fourth, an 

emerald; 20 the fifth, sardonyx; the sixth, sardius; the 

seventh, chrysolyte; the eighth, beryl; the ninth, a topaz; the 

tenth, a chrysoprasus; the eleventh, a jacinth; the twelfth, an 

amethyst. 

21 And the twelve gates were twelve pearls: every several 

gate was of one pearl: and the street of the city was pure 

gold, as it were transparent glass. 

22 And I saw no temple therein: for the Lord God Almighty 

and the Lamb are the temple of it. 23 And the city had no 

need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it: for the 

glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

24 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the 

light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and 

honour into it. 25 And the gates of it shall not be shut at all 

by day: for there shall be no night there. 26 And they shall 

bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. 27 And 

there shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, 

neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: 

but they which are written in the Lamb’s book of life.” 

 

ii.  If you have been saved—come 

into the new covenant—you are a 

citizen of that city 

 

 The city of God’s presence 

 The city where the curse of 

God will be completely 

removed 

 The city that will last 

forever 

 

 

b.  An Eternal Gathering of Joy—“and 

to an innumerable company of angels, 

23 to the general assembly” 

 

NOTE:  “General assembly” comes from the word 

paneeguris.  And it means “a festal gathering of the whole 

people to celebrate public games or other solemnities or 

universally, a public festal assembly” 

 

i.  Paul seem to be referring to the 

praise and joy—that we have 

entered into in Christ 

 

 Jesus talked about the Joy 

that is in the presence of the 

angels—over one sinner that 

repents 

 We see in Scripture how 

that the angels of God are in 

a constant state of praise and 

joy before the God 

 And Paul is saying—that we 

have entered into that 

gathering of angels 

 

o That festal gathering 

o We have entered into 

their joy 

o We have entered into 

their praise 

 



 What you have in Christ—is 

not some kind of boring, 

mindless eternity—where 

you will forever sit on a 

cloud and strum a harp 

 You will be brought into a 

place of great joy and 

festivity before God and the 

angels 

 

NOTE:  That stands in complete contrast to what men have 

in Mosaic Covenant.  All they have is fear and threat of 

death. 

 

Those in the New Covenant—enter into an eternal joy 

before the presence of God. 

 

c.  An inheritance with all the saints—

“church of the firstborn, which are 

written in heaven” 

 

i.  Paul points out that we also 

have entered into a body (called 

out assembly) of all the saints of 

all time 

 

 Those who are in Christ—

are not only part of a local 

church here on earth—but 

are part of an heavenly 

church 

 Where all the saints from all 

time will be gathered—and 

are gathering 

 

NOTE:  Did you know that in heaven—we won’t have 

factions and divisions there?   Here we do—because people 

are sinful—because people don’t hold to the truth found in 

the Scriptures.  But there we will all be united. 

 

ii.  We are all heirs of the kingdom 

of God 

 

 He calls us the “firstborn” 

 

o The “firstborn” were 

those who 

traditionally received 

the inheritance from 

the Father 

o We all—that are in 

Christ—are the 

firstborn 

o We are all heirs of 

God’s Kingdom—

together 

o What a grand thought 

 

d.  Drawn Near to God—“and to 

God the Judge of all” 

 

i.  What a thought that must 

have been to the Hebrews 

 



 All they have ever known—

in the Old Covenant—is that 

they can’t draw near to God 

 God cannot be approached 

unto 

 

ii.  But in the New Covenant we 

have been given access to God—

and will be able to draw near to 

Him 

 

e.  United in Common Fellowship with 

the Saints—“and to the spirits of just 

men made perfect” 

 

 i.  The saints of all ages 

 

 In the New Covenant, we 

have all been united together 

 

o Not because of how 

good we are 

o Not because we are 

holy people 

o But because we have 

been made Just 

o We have been made 

perfect in Christ 

 

 A united fellowship with 

people like 

 

o Adam 

o Moses 

o Elijah 

o Jeremiah 

o Isaiah 

o Ezekiel 

o Daniel 

o And the millions and 

millions of those we 

don’t know 

 

f.  We have been united to Jesus—“and 

to Jesus the mediator of the new 

covenant” 

 

i.  It is Jesus that all these things 

centers around 

ii.  He is the very center of all of 

heaven 

iii.  It is His work as mediator 

that…  

 

 Makes us citizens of the 

heavenly city 

 That joins us into the festal 

celebration of the angels 

 That makes us heirs of the 

kingdom of Heaven 

 That draws us near to God 

 That unites us with all saints 

 

iv.  And it’s all because of His 

shed blood—“and to the blood of 



sprinkling, that speaketh better 

things than that of Abel.” 

 

 It’s Christ’s blood that 

makes us accepted in all 

these things 

 Abel’s sacrifice (Genesis 4) 

made him acceptable to God 

 But his sacrifice could 

never do for him what 

Christ sacrifice has done 

for us 

 

CIT:  Why Should the Hebrews Not Fall Away From the 

New Covenant?—but Fully Embrace Christ 

 

I.  They Should Not Fall Back to the Old Covenant, 

Because it is the Place of Fear and Death 

 

II.  They Should Not Fall Back to the Old Covenant, 

Because the New is the Place of Joy and Life 

 

III.  They Should Not Fall Back to the Old Covenant 

Because Judgment Awaits (vs. 25-29)—“See that ye refuse 

not him that speaketh. For if they escaped not who refused 

him that spake on earth, much more shall not we escape, if 

we turn away from him that speaketh from heaven: 26 whose 

voice then shook the earth: but now he hath promised, 

saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, but also 

heaven. 27 And this word, Yet once more, signifieth the 

removing of those things that are shaken, as of things that 

are made, that those things which cannot be shaken may 

remain. 

28  Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be 

moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God 

acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 29 for our God is 

a consuming fire.” 

 

 A.  The Final Warning 

 

  1.  Paul warns the Hebrews to respond right  

 

a.  Many of them have sat on the edge—

and have never truly come to faith in 

Christ—embracing the New Covenant 

b.  Paul tells them to not refuse the voice 

of Him that speaks 

 

i.  Don’t ignore God’s 

commanding voice 

 

NOTE:  We might take little notice of a child who speaks—

because of who they are.  But if we get pulled over by a 

police officer—we usually take greater notice of what they 

have to say.  And when a king or leader of a nation speaks 

we take even more heed to their words—because their words 

will affect our lives. 

 

How much more should we God?   

 

When He speaks, instead of ignoring His voice—or taking it 

lightly—we should “shut up” and listen and do what He 

says. 

 

“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh” 

 



2.  God’s judgment upon those who would not 

listen 

 

a.  In the Old Covenant—those who 

would not heed God’s voice (who 

ignored God’s Law)—faced His wrath 

 

“they escaped not who refused him that spake on earth” 

 

i.  They didn’t get away with 

ignoring God 

ii.  Or taking lightly His 

commands 

 

b.  How much more—in the New 

Covenant 

 

“For if they escaped not who refused him that spake on 

earth, much more shall not we escape, if we turn away from 

him that speaketh from heaven” 

 

i.  The Old Covenant was an 

earthly covenant—that had great 

penalty with it if it was broken 

ii.  The New Covenant is an 

heavenly covenant—that has even 

greater penalty if it is broken 

 

Hebrews 10:28-29—“He that despised Moses’ law died 

without mercy under two or three witnesses: 29 of how much 

sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, 

who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath 

counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 

sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 

Spirit of grace?” 

 

  3.  The Power of God’s Voice 

 

a.  When God spoke from Sinai—the 

earth shook 

 

i.  Paul says that that encounter at 

Sinai—was so awful—that 

everything around there shook at 

the voice of God 

ii.  And it was so fearful that all 

the people fled at the voice of God 

 

b. Paul points out—“If you think that 

was bad—look what God has promised 

to do in the future!” 

 

i.  God has promised to shake the 

heavens (Hag. 2:6) 

 

vs. 26-27—“but now he hath promised, saying, Yet once 

more I shake not the earth only, but also heaven. 27 And 

this word, Yet once more, signifieth the removing of those 

things that are shaken, as of things that are made, that those 

things which cannot be shaken may remain.” 

 

ii.  God will shake the entire 

universe the next time 

iii.  And Paul points out—that 

what God means by “shaking” is 

that He will remove all things 



 

 It is a way of pointing out 

that everything that is 

physically made—will be 

removed 

 It will be burned up in 

judgment  

 

2 Peter 3:10, 12—“But the day of the Lord will come as a 

thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away 

with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 

heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be 

burned up…12 looking for and hasting unto the coming of 

the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be 

dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?” 

 

 And the point that Paul is 

making is that those who 

have gone back—who have 

turned away from Christ—

clinging to a physical 

covenant—will perish in 

the wrath of God—when 

God speaks again 

 The only thing that remains 

for those who have turned 

their back upon Christ and 

the New Covenant is God’s 

Fury 

 

B.  Those Things that Remains 

 

1.  When God pours out His wrath upon the 

world—everything not found in Christ will 

perish 

2.  But some things will NOT BE SHAKEN 

 

Vs. 28-29—“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which 

cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve 

God acceptably with reverence and godly fear: 29 for our 

God is a consuming fire.” 

 

a.  We’ve been given a kingdom that 

cannot be moved 

 

 i.  Heavenly Jerusalem 

 ii.  Joy of the Angels 

 iii.  Inheritance with the saints 

 iv.  United to God 

 v.  United to Christ 

 

b.  What needs to be our response then? 

 

 i. “Let us have grace” 

 

 That means—out of a 

grateful and thankful heart 

for all that He has extended 

to us in Christ 

 Let us serve Him 

 Don’t sit on the wall of 

unbelief! 

 Or live a life of apathy 

 



ii.  Serve Him with “reverence” 

and “godly fear” 

 

 We are to give ourselves 

over completely to Him out 

of… 

 

o A thankful heart 

o A respectful heart of 

worship 

o A heart of godly 

fear—awe  

 

 He is a consuming fire 

 

NOTE:  Do you know why people sit on the fence so long?  

It is because they have a low view of God. 

 

Do you know why people (who claim to be Christians) live 

lives of apathy and indifference?  It is because they have a 

low view of God. 

 

But when we see all that we have in Christ—it should cause 

us to give ourselves completely over to His service. 

 

And when an unbeliever sees all that awaits him—because 

he is outside of Christ—it should make him want to flee to 

the Savior and find his forgiveness and refuge from God’s 

wrath. 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

 What Mountain Are You At? 


