
Rejecting Christ  
Part 1 

Hebrews 10:26-39 

“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the 

knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice 

for sins, 27 but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and 

fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 28 He 

that despised Moses’ law died without mercy under two or 

three witnesses: 29 of how much sorer punishment, suppose 

ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot 

the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, 

wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done 

despite unto the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him that 

hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, 

saith the Lord. And again, The Lord shall judge his people. 

31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living 

God. 

32 But call to remembrance the former days, in which, after 

ye were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of afflictions; 

33 partly, whilst ye were made a gazingstock both by 

reproaches and afflictions; and partly, whilst ye became 

companions of them that were so used. 34 For ye had 

compassion of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling 

of your goods, knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven 

a better and an enduring substance. 

35 Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath 

great recompence of reward. 36 For ye have need of 

patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye might 

receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, and he that 

shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now the just 

shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my soul shall 

have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of them who 

draw back unto perdition; but of them that believe to the 

saving of the soul.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

 All the way through the book of Hebrews Paul has 

been calling those Jews who were sitting on the 

wall—to “come over” and truly believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ 

 

o These Jews had been given incredible 

revelation from God 

o They had heard the gospel directly from the 

apostles of the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Hebrews 2:3-4—“how shall we escape, if we neglect so 

great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 

Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; 

4 God also bearing them witness, both with signs and 

wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy 

Ghost, according to his own will?” 

 

o God confirmed the gospel through signs and 

wonders 

o In Hebrews 6—Paul says… 

 

“were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 

gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 and 

have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the 

world to come” 



 

 They had been given great exposure to 

the workings of God revolving around 

the gospel 

 

 They had been given the gospel 

in a very clear way (once 

enlightened) 

 They have tasted of the gift of 

eternal life (they got a foretaste 

of salvation) 

 They were closely associated 

with the workings of the Holy 

Spirit in their lives 

 They heard some of the greatest 

preaching the world has ever 

had (tasted of the good word of 

God) 

 They saw God’s power 

manifested in the lives of people 

(people being transformed) 

(powers of the world to come) 

 

o And to add to it—these Jews had this great 

doctrinal thesis on the person of the Lord 

Jesus Christ—the book of Hebrews 

 

 How that He is greater than the angels 

 How He is greater than Moses 

 How He is greater than Aaron 

 How He is greater than Old Testament 

sacrificial system 

 

o The Jews that Paul was writing to had more 

exposure to the person of Christ—than 

anyone in their past had ever had 

o And yet, with all the exposure they had been 

given—they were still sitting on the wall of 

unbelief 

 

 In chapter 2—Paul said they were 

neglecting so great a salvation 

 

 They were letting the things that 

they had heard slip away from 

their hearts—like a ship slowly 

passing by the harbor—and 

never coming in to anchor 

 

 In chapter 3—Paul says that not only 

were they neglecting to respond—but 

they were beginning to harden their 

heart to the pleadings of the Lord 

 

 They were getting to a place of 

danger where they Lord would 

keep them from entering in to 

His salvation rest that He 

wanted them to have 

 

 In chapter 5—Paul speaks of them 

digressing in their reception of the 

gospel 

 

 They have been exposed for so 

long—that it is getting harder 



for them to understand the 

gospel 

 They have become like children 

in need of milk rather than 

strong meat 

 They can’t even handle the full 

revelation of Christ in the 

gospel—because they have 

gotten so “dull of hearing” 

 

 And then in chapter 6—Paul gives that 

fearful warning— 

 

 That if they keep neglecting 

 If they keep hardening their 

heart 

 If they keep becoming more dull 

of hearing 

 That if they fall away—that it 

will become impossible for them 

to be renewed again to 

repentance 

 In other words—Paul is saying is 

saying that they are coming to 

the threshold of God’s patience 

with them 

 They have continually heard and 

heard and heard—and they are 

in danger of making decision 

they could ever make 

 

o Falling away completely 

o Ceiling their fate for 

eternity 

 

 Apostasy—“is the act of rebelling against, forsaking, 

abandoning, or falling away from what one has 

believed.” 

 

Vs. 26a—“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received 

the knowledge of the truth” 

 

 You have been given the knowledge of the truth 

(the gospel—in all its explanation—with all the 

signs and wonders verifying it) 

 Yet willfully sinning against it 

 

o Rejecting it  

o Turning you back upon it 

o Vs. 29 gets even more of this turning away 

 

Vs. 29—“who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 

hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was 

sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 

Spirit of grace?” 

 

o These Jewish unbelievers—are on the verge 

of becoming apostates 

o Apostasy is the worst sin anyone could ever 

commit 

o It is the only sin that God cannot forgive 

 

 In Matthew 12—Jesus addresses those unbelieving 

Jews—who have continued to reject the Lord 

Jesus Christ 



 

o Jesus continually did miracle after miracle 

among the people to point people to who He 

really was—the Messiah—the Son of God 

o After casting out a devil out of a person who 

was blind and unable to speak—and 

restoring both his vision and loosing his 

tongue 

o The people were amazed—and began to say 

among themselves—“Is not this the Son of 

David?” “Isn’t this the Messiah?” 

o But the religious Pharisees who would do 

anything to keep the people from believing 

upon the Lord Jesus Christ—said that Jesus 

was doing these miraculous things—not by 

God’s power—but by the power of Satan 

 

 He was not sent from God 

 He was sent from Satan 

 

o Jesus’ famous response to them 

 

“Every kingdom divided against itself is brought to 

desolation; and every city or house divided against itself 

shall not stand: 26 and if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided 

against himself; how shall then his kingdom stand? 27 And 

if I by Beelzebub cast out devils, by whom do your children 

cast them out? therefore they shall be your judges. 28 But if 

I cast out devils by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of 

God is come unto you. 29 Or else how can one enter into a 

strong man’s house, and spoil his goods, except he first bind 

the strong man? and then he will spoil his house. 30 He that 

is not with me is against me; and he that gathereth not with 

me scattereth abroad. 

 

 Satan doesn’t fight against Satan 

 Satan is not out trying to destroy his 

own kingdom 

 He’s trying to destroy the kingdom of 

God 

 Jesus—casting out the devil—proves 

that He is stronger than Satan 

 

 A baby could understand that 

 And yet they were stubbornly 

refusing to believe 

 

 But then Jesus says—because of their 

continued willful rejection 

 

31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and 

blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy 

against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 

32 And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 

man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh 

against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, 

neither in this world, neither in the world to come.” 

 

 They could speak evil of Jesus—out of 

sheer ignorance for who He is 

 But for them to speak evil against the 

Spirit of God— Who was sent to 

illuminate people to the reality of Who 

Jesus really was—was to sin to the 

ultimate degree 



 It was a sin that could NEVER be 

forgiven 

 This wasn’t because the Spirit of God 

gets especially insulted—and refuses to 

forgive men their sins 

 No—it’s because the Spirit of God is 

the One who opens the sinner’s eyes to 

the full revelation of Christ 

 Once a person has been given full 

understanding to who Jesus Christ 

is—and they turn their back upon 

Him—THEY COMMIT A SIN THAT 

CANNOT EVER BE FORGIVEN 

 Not in this life—or in the life to come 

 

o And that is exactly what these Hebrews were 

about to do 

 They had sat so long exposed to the 

gospel 

 That instead of becoming more tender 

to it—they had become harder to it 

 They were becoming dull of hearing 

 They were coming to the place that 

they could fall away—become apostate 

 

 Apostasy—is no new thing 

 

o It’s not only found in the NT 

o God continually warned the children of 

Israel—about being drawn away from 

following the Lord 

 

Deuteronomy 13:13—“Certain men, the children of Belial, 

are gone out from among you, and have withdrawn the 

inhabitants of their city, saying, Let us go and serve other 

gods, which ye have not known” 

 

Deuteronomy 17:2-5—“If there be found among you, 

within any of thy gates which the Lord thy God giveth thee, 

man or woman, that hath wrought wickedness in the sight of 

the Lord thy God, in transgressing his covenant, 3 and hath 

gone and served other gods, and worshipped them, either 

the sun, or moon, or any of the host of heaven, which I 

have not commanded; 4 and it be told thee, and thou hast 

heard of it, and inquired diligently, and, behold, it be true, 

and the thing certain, that such abomination is wrought in 

Israel: 5 then shalt thou bring forth that man or that woman, 

which have committed that wicked thing, unto thy gates, 

even that man or that woman, and shalt stone them with 

stones, till they die” 

 The first king of Israel—Saul—was an apostate 

 

1 Samuel 15:11—“It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to 

be king: for he is turned back from following me, and hath 

not performed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; 

and he cried unto the Lord all night.” 

 

o And if we remember—Saul lived a miserable 

life—in which he could not be brought back 

to God 

o And he died a man—forever set apart from 

the presence of the Lord 

 

 The King Amaziah became an apostate 

 



2 Chronicles 25:14-15, 27—“Now it came to pass, after 

that Amaziah was come from the slaughter of the Edomites, 

that he brought the gods of the children of Seir, and set them 

up to be his gods, and bowed down himself before them, and 

burned incense unto them. 15  Wherefore the anger of the 

Lord was kindled against Amaziah, and he sent unto him a 

prophet, which said unto him, Why hast thou sought after 

the gods of the people, which could not deliver their own 

people out of thine hand?... Now after the time that Amaziah 

did turn away from following the Lord they made a 

conspiracy against him in Jerusalem; and he fled to 

Lachish: but they sent to Lachish after him, and slew him 

there.” 

 

 Eli—the high priest of Israel—was considered an 

apostate by God 

 

1 Samuel 3:11-14—“And the Lord said to Samuel, Behold, 

I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the ears of every 

one that heareth it shall tingle. 12 In that day I will perform 

against Eli all things which I have spoken concerning his 

house: when I begin, I will also make an end. 13 For I have 

told him that I will judge his house for ever for the iniquity 

which he knoweth; because his sons made themselves vile, 

and he restrained them not. 14 And therefore I have sworn 

unto the house of Eli, that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall 

not be purged with sacrifice nor offering for ever.” 

 

 And he died lost 

 He and his household 

 

NOTE:  One thing we should see that is common among 

apostates—is that they have a tragic end.  They turn their 

back upon God—and God turns His back upon them.  And 

they die without God’s mercy. 

 

 

 Jesus said that one of the signs before the coming 

judgment upon Israel—was that many would be 

offended and fall away 

 

Matthew 24:9-10—“Then shall they deliver you up to be 

afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 

nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then shall many be 

offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 

another.” 

 

 Paul said something similar—that one of the 

marks before the coming judgment of the Lord 

would be apostasy 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3—“Now we beseech you, brethren, by 

the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering 

together unto him, 2 that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or 

be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as 

from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 3 Let no man 

deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, 

except there come a falling away first” 

 

 Paul told Timothy—that one of the marks of the 

last days—was apostasy 

 

I Timothy 4:1-2—“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 

in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 

heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 speaking 



lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot 

iron” 

 

 The main mark of an apostate is that they fall 

away from the faith they claimed to believe in 

 They are not people who have never made any 

profession of faith—but the opposite 

 They are people who claimed to belong—and then 

turned their back upon Christ—and His people 

 

NOTE:  Even Jesus—in dealing with those who made 

claims to believe upon Him—did not give them any 

assurance based upon their profession of faith—but rather 

their continuation in their faith. 

 

John 8:30-31—“As he spake these words, many believed on 

him. 31 Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on 

him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples 

indeed” 

 

 The mark of a true believer is that he continues in 

the faith 

 But the mark of an apostate—is that they leave 

 

1 John 2:19—“They went out from us, but they were not of 

us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have 

continued with us: but they went out, that they might be 

made manifest that they were not all of us.” 

 

 Some famous apostates in the Bible 

 

2 Timothy 4:10—“For Demas hath forsaken me, having 

loved this present world, and is departed unto 

Thessalonica” 

 

o If there was anybody who would have been 

great to be—to hear the truth of the Word of 

God expounded—it was Paul 

o Paul was a preacher and teacher of the 

Word of God 

o And one of those who ministered with him—

was a man named Demas 

o Yet—when Paul had been cast into prison 

again for his faith—it became too much for 

Demas to handle 

o And he abandoned Paul in his hour of 

need—he was not willing to suffer with Paul 

o He forsook Paul, he forsook the Lord, he 

forsook all that he claimed to belong to 

o He was an apostate 

 

 Another one that stands out—that everyone 

probably knows—was Judas Iscariot 

 

o He was a man who was identified as a 

follower of Christ 

o Even to the point that he was named as an 

apostle—one sent with the authority of 

Christ 

o And yet, though he claimed to be a 

believer—he closely identified with all those 

who were followers of Christ—he was as lost 

as a ball in high weeds 

o He would become the world’s worst apostate 



 

John 6:70—“Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you 

is a devil?” 

 

NOTE:  Can you imagine spending 3 ½ years with the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and never truly becoming a believer in Christ.  

Judas was not a genuine believer.  He was a fake.  He was a 

phony.  He was just playing the game. 

 

He was as Jesus said—a devil. 

 

He played his part so well—that none of the other disciples 

could figure it out even when Jesus plainly pointed out who 

it was.  He was a play-actor. 

 

o His apostasy manifested itself when he 

betrayed the Lord Jesus Christ for 30 pieces 

of silver (around $18-25) 

o He led the Roman army out to the garden of 

Gethsemane—where Jesus often resorted 

with His disciples 

o And he betrayed Jesus with feigned 

affection—kissing him on the cheek 

 

 

NOTE:  That night before Jesus was betrayed—Jesus told a 

parable about the vine and the vinedresser.  And he pointed 

out that He (Christ) is the vine and those who are genuine 

believers are the branches.  But then he said something 

about the branches that don’t abide in him (those who 

pretended to believe, but fell away). 

 

John 15:6—“If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a 

branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast 

them into the fire, and they are burned.” 

 

What is reserved for the one who has been completely 

exposed to the claims of Christ—and yet falls away—is the 

judgment of God. 

 

And not just any judgment that any average unbeliever will 

receive.  But the worst kind of judgment is reserved for an 

apostate. 

 

Luke 12:48—“For unto whomsoever much is given, of him 

shall be much required” 

 

They become accountable for what they knew—what God 

had imparted to them—and they chose not to receive. 

 

In Matthew 11 Jesus rebukes those cities who had such a 

great light come in their midst—Jesus and all His mighty 

works—and yet they chose not to believe. 

 

Matthew 11:21-24—“woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto 

thee, Bethsaida! for if the mighty works, which were done in 

you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 

repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say unto 

you, It shall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the 

day of judgment, than for you. 23 And thou, Capernaum, 

which art exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought down to 

hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in 

thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained 

until this day. 24 But I say unto you, That it shall be more 



tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, 

than for thee.” 

 

 Judas’ Judgment 

 

Acts 1:25—“from which Judas by transgression fell, that he 

might go to his own place.” 

 

o There is a special place in hell for those who 

hear and hear and hear 

o Even to identify themselves as believers 

o Yet their heart is still far from him 

o There is a special place of judgment reserved 

for the one who has been given such 

knowledge of the truth and yet falls away 

from the truth 

 

 

 That is what Paul warns these Jews who have 

sitting on the wall of unbelief—and were in danger 

of falling away 

 

Vs. 28-31—“He that despised Moses’ law died without 

mercy under two or three witnesses: 29 of how much sorer 

punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who 

hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted 

the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an 

unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of 

grace? 30 For we know him that hath said, Vengeance 

belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And 

again, The Lord shall judge his people. 31 It is a fearful 

thing to fall into the hands of the living God.” 

 

NOTE:  Do you get the idea that Paul is giving a very 

severe warning to those who had been playing the game 

with Christ.  It wasn’t enough to be closely associated with 

Christ.  It wasn’t enough to have learned more and more of 

Christ. 

 

Those things don’t make a more right with God.  But rather 

they bring a greater condemnation upon the hearer—because 

of what they did not do with it. 

 

I’ve often said—that church attendance will do you no 

good—if you continue in a state of unbelief.  All that your 

attendance will do for you is condemn you further—if you 

choose not to believe. 

 

2 Peter 2:21—“ For it had been better for them not to have 

known the way of righteousness, than, after they have 

known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered 

unto them.” 

 

 

 Do You see the Weight that Paul is placing on the 

shoulders of these intellectually convinced 

unbelievers? 

 “You need to make the decision to believe now—

while you still have the opportunity to believe” 

 “And if you don’t a very severe judgment is awaiting 

you” 

 

 

 



QUESTION:  What causes a person who has been so 

exposed to the gospel and the things of God—to fall 

away—and forever condemn their soul? 

 

1. Persecution 

 

 Persecution has 2 different effects upon 

people 

 For the genuine believer—it pulls the 

believer closer to Christ 

 

o It causes him to lean upon Christ in a 

greater way 

o To draw strength from Him 

 

 But for the one who claims to be a believer—

yet has never truly place their faith in 

Christ—persecution will push that person 

away 

 Jesus told a parable about this 

 

Matthew 13:4-6—“Behold, a sower went forth to sow; 

4 and when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and 

the fowls came and devoured them up: 5 some fell upon 

stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith 

they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: 

6 and when the sun was up, they were scorched; and 

because they had no root, they withered away.” 

 

Explanation—Vs. 20-21—“But he that received the seed 

into stony places, the same is he that heareth the word, and 

anon with joy receiveth it; 21 yet hath he not root in himself, 

but dureth for a while: for when tribulation or persecution 

ariseth because of the word, by and by he is offended.” 

 

 Words are cheap—Persecution is costly 

 And sometimes—the one who is pushed away 

because of persecution—ends up joining the 

persecutors 

 

Matthew 24:9-10—“Then shall they deliver you up to be 

afflicted, and shall kill you: and ye shall be hated of all 

nations for my name’s sake. 10 And then shall many be 

offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one 

another.” 

 

2. False Teachers 

 

 False teachers have also been the reason why 

some have fallen away 

 

Matthew 24:11—“And many false prophets shall rise, and 

shall deceive many.” 

 

 Persecution frightens unbelievers away from 

the truth—whereas false teachers entice them 

away 

 False teachers may confuse and discourage 

genuine believers—but they will never pull the 

genuine believer away from Christ 

 

Matthew 10:27-28—“My sheep hear my voice, and I know 

them, and they follow me: 28 and I give unto them eternal 

life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 

them out of my hand.” 



 

 But one who is not a genuine believer who 

gets fed up with the gospel and the claims of 

Christ upon their life—may easily be pulled 

away by a false teacher 

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4—“ For the time will come when they will 

not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall 

they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4 and 

they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be 

turned unto fables.” 

 

3. Temptation 

 

 Apostasy is sometimes triggered by 

temptation 

 The things of this world become more 

attractive and more influential than the 

things of God 

 Demas was one such person—who forsook 

both Paul and the Lord he said he loved—

because he loved this present world more 

 

4. Neglect 

 

 Probably the saddest cause of apostasy is 

neglect 

 Someone is given the opportunity to believe 

upon the Lord Jesus Christ—and yet they 

keep putting it off 

 They keep neglecting, and neglecting, and 

neglecting 

 They may never be one who persecutes 

believers 

 He may never publically deny Christ—but 

he keeps putting his responsibility to believe 

off 

 And eventually he falls away—never to come 

back 

 

Hebrews 2:3—“how shall we escape, if we neglect so great 

salvation” 

 

5. Clinging to the Old Life 

 

 Sometimes a big struggle for someone to 

come to Christ—is the Old Life 

 It might be a system of faith that we had 

been raised in—like the Jews 

 

o Their Judaistic religion did not 

provide them salvation 

o And it was a huge barrier for them to 

believe 

 

 In our culture—it is often Catholicism  

 

o People who have been raised in this 

faith—with all its ritual and ceremony 

sometimes have a very hard time 

letting go 

 

 It might an old sinful lifestyle that is 

standing in the way 



 Jesus said what a person is to do when 

dealing with the old life 

 

Matthew 5:29—“And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it 

out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that 

one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole 

body should be cast into hell.” 

 

6. Forsaking of Christian Fellowship 

 

 Paul just previously mentioned the 

importance of continuing in the assembly of 

the believer 

 

Hebrews 10:25—“ not forsaking the assembling of 

ourselves together, as the manner of some is” 

 

 That it is the place where we are provoked 

unto love and good works 

 And it is also the place—where someone who 

is an unbeliever can hear the gospel and be 

saved 

 But for one who is not a believer—to forsake 

the assembling of the believers is to remove 

that influence from their lives 

 It is to allow themselves to be pulled away 

even further into apostasy 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

 Paul’s warning to these Hebrews—is not to take 

lightly the claims of Christ 

 It is not to let the truth of the gospel to slip away 

 It is not to neglect it 

 It is not to harden their hearts 

 It is not to become dull of hearing 

 It is not to fall away 

 But it is to believe—it is to become a true believer 

 

 

 Are you a true believer? 

 Do you know that you are really a Christian—or 

are you just pretending? 

 Maybe you have sat in the services for a long 

time—and never have made any profession of faith 

 The time to respond is not in the far future 

 The time is NOW 

 Your eternal soul is at stake 

 Would you sell your eye for a million dollars? 

 What about both for 10 million? 

 You wouldn’t become you value your life 

 What about your eternal soul—that will go on 

living forever—either in the presence of God—or 

in Hell 


