
Accepting Christ   
Hebrews 10:19-25 

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 

holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way, 

which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to 

say, his flesh; 21 and having an high priest over the house of 

God; 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance 

of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 

and our bodies washed with pure water. 

23 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without 

wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;) 24 and let us 

consider one another to provoke unto love and to good 

works: 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 

together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

  

 

CIT:  What Does Accepting Christ Look Like in 

Someone’s Life? 

 

I.  Accepting Christ Means Drawing Near to God by 

Faith (vs. 19-22)—“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to 

enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and 

living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the 

veil, that is to say, his flesh; 21 and having an high priest 

over the house of God; 22 let us draw near with a true heart 

in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from 

an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 

water.” 

 

A.  Right Theology, Right Belief –“Having 

therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest 

by the blood of Jesus” 

 

1.  Paul’s use of the word “therefore” points us 

back to all that Paul has been saying throughout 

the book of Hebrews 

 

a.  The book of Hebrews has been 

primarily geared toward those Jews who 

have been on the fence of belief and 

unbelief 

b.  They have heard the gospel, yet they 

have not embraced Christ as Lord and 

Savior 

c.  They are still trying to hold on to Old 

Testament Judaism 

d.  They are afraid to let go and embrace 

the New Covenant—which is all found in 

the person of Jesus Christ 

 

2.  So the book of Hebrews has been a book of 

theology 

 

a. Explaining how Christ is greater than 

the Old Covenant—that the Jews were so 

desperately holding on to 

 

 i.  Greater than angels 



 ii.  Greater than Moses 

 iii.  Greater than Aaron 

 iv.  Greater than the OT sacrifices 

v.  His work is greater than their 

work 

 

b.  Paul continually points them to the 

fact that Jesus is the substance—while 

all that is associated with the Old 

Covenant is shadow 

 

i.  The Old Covenant could never 

make a person right with God 

ii.  It was never designed to do so 

iii.  It is ONLY the work of Christ 

on the cross that can save a sinner 

 

  3.  It is NOW time to RESPOND 

 

a.  So Paul gives an invitation to his 

Jewish brethren to finally believe 

b.  He tells them it is time to get off the 

fence and believe 

c.  The sermon about Christ’s greatness 

has been given—now it is time to believe 

 

B.  Boldness to Enter God’s Presence—“Having 

therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest 

by the blood of Jesus” 

 

NOTE:  This call to come to God through Christ would 

have been challenging to accept by the average Jew.  

Because—as Paul has continually pointed out—they could 

not come to God with boldness.  Everything about the Old 

Testament system told them that their sin was still standing 

between them and God.  There was a veil that continually 

stood between them and God.  There was still the awareness 

of sin that was yet to be forgiven. 

 

So Paul tells them that now that Christ has died they can 

come boldly into God’s presence. 

 

 a.  Jesus gives us access to the throne of God 

b.  He brings us into God’s presence without 

the fear of God’s wrath being stirred up against 

our sin 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  Pretend you flew out to Washington 

D.C. to go on a tour of the city.  And when you left the 

airport, you told the taxi driver to take you by the White 

House.  He could take you there but that is as far as he could 

take you.  You only were able to see the White House from 

the outside. 

 

That is how it was with the OT priests.  All they could do is 

take the person to the outside of God’s presence.  They 

couldn’t bring the person close to God.  Not at all.  The veil 

always stood in the way as a barrier into the presence of 

God.  The OT priest was limited in his ability to bring 

someone close to God. 

 

But supposed you met someone in Washington D.C. who 

actually had the authority to let you into the very White 

House to have a private audience with the president.  That’s 

how it is with Christ.  He has the authority that no other 



priest has.  He could do what no other priest could ever do. 

He can take the sinner right into the presence of God. 

 

c.  Jesus’ sacrifice opens the door for the 

sinner to come boldly into the presence 

of God 

 

“Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the 

holiest by the blood of Jesus” 

 

C.  Entering By a New and Living Way—“by a new 

and living way, which he hath consecrated for us” 

 

 1.  New 

 

  a.  Prosphatos 

 

i.  It means “that which is recently 

slain” 

ii.  It means “that which is fresh” 

 

b.  Jesus gives us access to God by a new 

way, a fresh way, one that hasn’t grown 

old and no longer of any value 

c.  It is a way that has been granted to us 

by His sacrifice on the cross 

 

i.  His sacrifice is a “fresh 

sacrifice” 

ii.  It is a “recent sacrifice” 

iii.  It is STILL GOOD 

 

NOTE:  Jesus doesn’t have to be sacrificed again—because 

His first sacrifice is no longer valid.  His sacrifice HAS NO 

EXPIRATION DATE.  It is continually new—just as if it 

just happened. 

 

Any time a sinner comes for salvation—Christ’s sacrifice is 

applied to his account as though the sacrifice was just 

offered.  It is eternally new.  It will never have an expiration 

to it. 

 

 2.  Living 

 

a.  “New” points to Christ’s fresh 

sacrifice 

b.  “Living” points to the life His death 

brings 

 

i.  All the sacrifices of the OT 

could never give the sinner life 

with God 

ii.  The sinner was still considered 

dead in their trespasses and sins—

even though he offered up a 

sacrifice 

iii.  Jesus’ sacrifice is the only 

sacrifice that can give a sinner 

eternal life 

iv.  Because He—through His 

death—was able to conquer death 

v.  On the third He rose again 

 



c.  And when a sinner comes through 

Christ—he enters both into His death and 

into His resurrection 

d.  Christ provides us access to God 

through a NEW and LIVING way 

 

D.  The Veil—Christ’s Flesh—“Having therefore, 

brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the 

blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way, which he 

hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to 

say, his flesh” 

 

1.  Paul points to the fact that Jesus opens up 

the veil into the very presence of God 

 

a.  In a symbolic way—when Jesus died 

on the cross the veil of the temple was 

torn from top to bottom 

 

i.  It gave us a picture of what 

Christ’s death accomplished 

ii.  His death tore the veil wide 

open—so that man could once 

again have access to God 

 

b.  Paul is using that picture to show us 

that the only thing that stood between us 

and God is the veil 

 

i.  And the veil was not some 

material hanging up in a temple in 

Jerusalem 

ii.  The veil was Christ’s flesh 

iii.  As long as Christ’s flesh was 

not slain—man could not be given 

access to God 

iv.  It was necessary that Christ die 

v.  It was necessary that the veil be 

ripped away—so that we could 

boldly come into the presences of 

God 

 

2.  That was God’s will for Jesus—to be the 

sacrificial lamb of God—that could take away 

the sins of the world through His death on the 

Cross 

3.  His death ripped the veil away 

 

NOTE:  Up to this point Paul has shown us that Christ has 

opened up access to God—in which we can come boldly 

into His presence. 

 

But there is still something that is required from us—that is 

Faith. 

 

E.  The Right Kind of Faith—“and having an high 

priest over the house of God; 22 let us draw near with 

a true heart in full assurance of faith” 

 

1.  Jesus, as our true high priest, stands ready to 

bring us into the presence of God 

2.  But we must come by faith 

 

a.  It is not just any old faith—but it is 

genuine faith 



b.  This faith comes from a “TRUE 

HEART” 

 

 i.  The word “true” means sincere 

 

 It is opposed to that which is 

fake, insincere, shallow, 

pretend 

 God doesn’t want words 

with an empty heart 

 God is interested in the 

attitude of our heart 

 

ii.  Over and over—throughout the 

Scripture God focuses on the heart 

being sincere 

 

Jeremiah 3:10—“And yet for all this her treacherous sister 

Judah hath not turned unto me with her whole heart, but 

feignedly, saith the Lord.” 

 

Jeremiah 24:7—“And I will give them an heart to know me, 

that I am the Lord: and they shall be my people, and I will 

be their God: for they shall return unto me with their whole 

heart.” 

 

Acts 8:21-22—“Thou hast neither part nor lot in this 

matter: for thy heart is not right in the sight of God. 

22 Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if 

perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.” 

 

Deuteronomy 4:29—“But if from thence thou shalt seek the 

Lord thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all 

thy heart and with all thy soul.” 

 

Psalm 51:16-17—“For thou desirest not sacrifice; else 

would I give it: thou delightest not in burnt offering. 17  The 

sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.” 

 

Romans 10:9-10—“that if thou shalt confess with thy 

mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 

God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; 

and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.” 

 

iii.  A person doesn’t get saved by 

merely professing Christ with their 

lips 

iv.  God is interested in a sincere 

heart 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  I  remember when I got saved.  Ralph 

Shortey said to me—that I needed to believe in Christ with 

all my heart.  Well, I didn’t exactly know what it meant to 

believe with all my heart, but I wanted to believe.  So as I 

called on Christ—I remember really emphasizing within 

myself that I wanted to believe with all my heart. 

 

I didn’t want to be fake.  I didn’t want my own way.  I 

wanted what Jesus wanted for me. 

 

That’s what God is looking for.  He wants a person who 

comes to God with a heart that is sincere and true. 



 

NOTE:  Jesus told a parable in Matthew 13 of different 

attitudes of the heart that people have toward Him.   

 

Some have hearts that are so hard that nothing seems to 

penetrate them.  You can give them the gospel over and over 

and they continually reject and reject. 

 

But then He said, some have hearts that appear on the 

surface to be genuine—but when the first bit of hardship 

comes along—they quickly fall away from Him.  Jesus 

likened that heart to ground that has rocky soil—that keeps 

the plant from putting it roots down deep to draw moisture.  

And when the sun comes up—it dries the plant up. 

 

Then he said that there are some that have hearts that also 

appear sincere—but their love for the things of the world—

choke out the Word of God.  Jesus said that that heart is like 

ground that is full of weeds—that at first are not seen—but 

as the plant begins to grow they also grow up and choke out 

the plant. 

 

There is only one that has a right heart—and that is one that 

has no reservations.  They are not interested in being a secret 

Christian—and they aren’t too in love with this world.  They 

are believers who produce fruit unto the glory of God. 

 

That is the kind of heart God is looking for. 

 

“let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of 

faith” 

 

c.  The heart that God is looking for is a 

heart that genuinely believes with full 

assurance (confidence) in Christ 

d.  A heart like that will manifest itself in 

a willingness to give all  to follow Christ 

 

Philippians 3:4-9—“Though I might also have confidence 

in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof 

he might trust in the flesh, I more: 5 circumcised the eighth 

day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an 

Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 

6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the 

righteousness which is in the law, blameless. 7 But what 

things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ. 

8 Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the 

excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for 

whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count 

them but dung, that I may win Christ, 9 and be found in 

him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, 

but that which is through the faith of Christ” 

 

 

The Result of Such Faith… 

 

F.  Clean Heart, Clean Life—“having our hearts 

sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies 

washed with pure water.” 

 

NOTE:  Paul uses OT priesthood imagery to describe what 

happens to a person who is saved. 

 

1.  When a person is saved God cleans them up 

on both the inside and outside 



 

a.  He sprinkles his blood on their 

conscience—just like the OT priest did 

on the mercy seat 

b.  He washes their body with pure 

water—just like the OT priest did with 

the laver pool 

 

2.  Jesus forgives their sin—and He changes 

their life 

 

a.  He cleans their guilt with His own 

blood—something that couldn’t be done 

by the Old Testament sacrifices 

b.  And He washes their bodies with pure 

water—His work on the inside changes 

their life on the outside 

 

2 Corinthians 5:7—“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he 

is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new.” 

 

NOTE:  If a person professes to be saved and it doesn’t 

change their lives—then something is very wrong.  And 

there ought to be concern. 

 

I.  Accepting Christ Means Drawing Near to God by 

Faith 

 

II.  Accepting Christ Means Holding Fast to Our 

Profession in Hope (vs. 23)—“Let us hold fast the 

profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful 

that promised;)” 

 

NOTE:  This is a common teaching that Paul focuses on 

throughout the book of Hebrews—that genuine faith is faith 

that lasts. 

 

NOTE:  Paul focuses here on the human side of our faith.  

We know that God is the One Who does the keeping.  But 

humanly speaking—one who is genuinely saved will 

manifest it in their faithfulness to Christ. 

 

Paul said that they “hold fast the profession of [their] faith 

without wavering” 

 

 A.  Holding On in Hope 

 

  1.  The believer’s faith is not a temporary faith 

  2.  It is a faith that continues to abide 

 

   a.  It abides through hardship 

 

i.  It’s not pulled away when 

difficulty arises 

ii.  It’s not pulled away when it is 

dangerous to be a Christian 

 

NOTE:  Paul later gives a whole list of people from the OT 

who continued by faith—despite some of the awful things 

they had to go through. 

 

Hebrews 11:32-38—“And what shall I more say? for the 

time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak, and of 

Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of 

the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, 



wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the 

mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped 

the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, 

waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the 

aliens. 

35  Women received their dead raised to life again: and 

others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they 

might obtain a better resurrection: 36 and others had trial 

of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds 

and imprisonment: 37 they were stoned, they were sawn 

asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they 

wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being 

destitute, afflicted, tormented; 38 (of whom the world was 

not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, 

and in dens and caves of the earth.” 

 

Hebrews 10:35-39—“Cast not away therefore your 

confidence, which hath great recompence of reward. 36 For 

ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of 

God, ye might receive the promise. 37 For yet a little while, 

and he that shall come will come, and will not tarry. 38 Now 

the just shall live by faith: but if any man draw back, my 

soul shall have no pleasure in him. 39 But we are not of 

them who draw back unto perdition; but of them that 

believe to the saving of the soul.” 

 

   b.  Genuine faith abides through sin 

 

    i.  Sin doesn’t pull it away 

ii.  A love for the world and things 

of the world—do NOT HAVE 

POWER over genuine faith 

iii.  Genuine faith cannot be 

choked out by sins of this world 

 

Why won’t Genuine Faith Waiver? 

 

B.  The Lord’s Faithfulness—“for he is faithful that 

promised” 

 

 1.  It hangs on to the one Who is faithful 

 

ILLUSTRATION: There was a boy that was dropped off 

by his father and told to wait for him until he returned in 

about half an hour.  But the father’s car broke down and he 

could not get to the phone and let his boy know that he 

would be delayed.  It ended up taking over 5 hours for the 

father to get his car fixed so he could come back to pick up 

his son.  The father was so worried about his son.  But when 

he came to the spot where he was to pick up his son—he 

saw his boy patiently looking through the window of the 

store behind him. 

 

When the father told him what had happened he asked the 

boy if he was concerned that he would not come.  The boy 

replied that he wasn’t concerned—because his father had 

promised him that he would pick him up.  The boy knew 

that his father was faithful. 

 

That is what motivates the believer’s faithfulness—“for he 

is faithful that promised” 

 

I.  Accepting Christ Means Drawing Near to God by 

Faith 

 



II.  Accepting Christ Means Holding Fast to Our 

Profession in Hope 

 

III.  Accepting Christ Means Encouraging Other 

Believers in Love (vs. 24-25)—“and let us consider one 

another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 not 

forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 

manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much 

the more, as ye see the day approaching.” 

 

 A.  The Need to Love the Brethren 

 

  1.  Being a believer in Christ—Unites 

 

   a.  They are united in the same life 

b.  They are united in the same 

fellowship 

c.  They are united in the same purpose 

 

  2.  The need to Consider 

 

   a.  The word means—“to observe fully” 

   b.  The Christian responsibility 

 

i.  It is to realize their indebtedness 

to one another 

ii.  They are to be concerned for 

other believers 

 

  3.  Provoking to Love and Good Works 

 

a.  “Provoke” means—“to incite or 

dispute with” 

 

i.  The responsibility of the 

believer is to be involved in 

“pushing” other believers into 

doing what is right 

ii.  Believers NEED ONE 

ANOTHER 

  

b.  What are believers to be “pushing” 

others to do? 

 

i.  They are to push others to love 

and good works 

ii.  They are to be pushing them to 

do what Christians do 

 

   c.  Why is that their job? 

 

i.  Because believers live in a 

world that is constantly attacking 

and resisting their faith  

ii.  Just because a person gets 

saved—DOESN’T MEAN that life 

gets EASIER 

 

 In fact, life gets harder 

 We are going against the 

grain 

 

 Against our own flesh 

 Against our society 

 Against the devil 

 



 Jesus said that a person who 

follows Christ—enters into 

a complete denial of self 

 

Matthew 16:24-26—“Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If 

any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take 

up his cross, and follow me. 25 For whosoever will save his 

life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake 

shall find it. 26 For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 

the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man 

give in exchange for his soul?” 

 

 That’s not easy for any one 

person to do 

 And that’s why God has 

given to the believer fellow 

believers—to be an 

encouragement along the 

way 

 

d.  The difficulty of the Jewish believer 

 

i.  In the culture of Judaism—it 

was extremely difficult to become 

a believer 

ii.  The whole culture was 

surrounded around the Judaistic 

faith 

iii.  For a Jew to get saved—they 

would be forced to turn their back 

completely on the Old Life 

 

 To turn their back on the 

ceremonies 

 To turn their back on the 

priesthood 

 To turn their back on the 

sacrifices 

 To completely turn their 

back on the SHADOWS of 

the Old Covenant—and  to 

embrace the SUBSTANCE 

found in the New—Christ 

 

iv.  This would also make them a 

target for much opposition from 

the Jewish world 

 

 The Jews would end up 

becoming the number one 

enemy to the average Jewish 

believer 

 Listen to Jesus own warning 

to His disciples about the 

way they will be treated by 

their own people 

 

Matthew 10:16-18—“Behold, I send you forth as sheep in 

the midst of wolves: be ye therefore wise as serpents, and 

harmless as doves. 17 But beware of men: for they will 

deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in 

their synagogues; 18 and ye shall be brought before 

governors and kings for my sake, for a testimony against 

them and the Gentiles.” 

 



Vs. 21-22—“And the brother shall deliver up the brother to 

death, and the father the child: and the children shall rise up 

against their parents, and cause them to be put to death. 

22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but 

he that endureth to the end shall be saved.” 

 

v.  Paul even acknowledges the 

trouble that some of these Jewish 

believers have already gone 

through for their faith in Christ 

 

Hebrews 10:32-33—“But call to remembrance the former 

days, in which, after ye were illuminated, ye endured a great 

fight of afflictions; 33 partly, whilst ye were made a 

gazingstock both by reproaches and afflictions; and partly, 

whilst ye became companions of them that were so used.” 

 

e.  So it was NECESSARY for each 

believer to CONSIDER one another and 

PROVOKE one another to continue in 

LOVE and GOOD WORKS 

 

i.  To continue living out their faith 

in the midst of a wicked and 

difficult time 

ii.  God gave believers to one 

another to be a help to one another 

in their faith 

 

NOTE:  This is the mark of those who are genuine 

believers.  They have love for fellow believers.  They are 

concerned for the faith of their fellow believers.  They desire 

to encourage them to continue in love and good works. 

 

 

WHERE ARE BELIEVERS TO DO SUCH 

PROVOKING? 

 

B.  Don’t Forsake the Assembling of Believers—

“not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 

as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another” 

 

1.  The best place for such encouragement is in 

the assembly 

2.  This is the local church 

3.  God set up the assembling of the local 

church to be the place where believers are 

encouraged and provoked to love and good 

works 

 

a.  So every time you show that is what is 

to be happening 

b.  We are to be “pushing” one another 

to continue in our faith 

c.  That is the primary purpose of the 

church gathering 

 

NOTE:  The church is NOT about GETTING but about 

GIVING.  Giving to one another.  Challenging one another.  

Encouraging one another.  Provoking one another. 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  When I was a young believer, I 

remember having one of the adult members of the church 

come along-side me and telling me that he would continue 

to push me to do what is right—even if that cost him his 

friendship with me. 



 

That’s what Paul is telling these Jewish believers to do. 

 

  4.  They were to be faithful in their ministry 

 

a.  Every time the church of Jewish 

believers assembled—everyone was to 

show up—and be about considering and 

provoking one another in their faith 

b.  They were not to forsake the 

assembling of the believers 

c.  They were not to neglect it 

d.  They were not to let the fear of man 

to keep them from their responsibility of 

faithfully ministering to one another 

e.  They were to be FAITHFUL to their 

ministry 

 

NOTE:  I wander how many times people go without being 

motivated and challenged in their faith because someone 

else wasn’t faithful to their responsibility of ministering. 

 

Are you faithful? 

 

Church isn’t about what you get—but what you give. 

 

C.  The Motivation to Be Faithful—“exhorting one 

another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 

approaching” 

 

1.  Paul said that the motivation for faithfulness 

is the approaching of the Day 

 

 a.  What “Day?” 

b.  It could be the day in which Jesus 

prophesied that the Jews’ temple would 

be destroyed 

c.  Or it could be the coming of the Lord 

Jesus Christ—to judge the world 

 

NOTE:  As time goes on—we get closer and closer to that 

day.  The day is closer than it has ever been before.  And as 

that day gets closer—the need for assembling together will 

become that much greater. 

 

  2.  “So much the more” 

 

a.  Our world is not going to get more 

godly and helpful to the believer—it’s 

going to get worse 

b.  It is steadily becoming darker and 

more ungodly 

 

1 Timothy 4:1-3—“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that 

in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving 

heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; 2 speaking 

lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot 

iron; 3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain 

from meats, which God hath created to be received with 

thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth.” 

 

c.  So the believer should not neglect his 

responsibility to assemble with other 

believers—consider other believers—

provoke other believers to love and good 

works—exhort them 



 

3.  Faithfulness to our ministry of love for one 

another is a mark of the genuiness of our faith 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

ILLUSTRATION: 

 

On April 14, 1912, the Titanic struck an iceberg and was 

swallowed up in the icy waters of the North Atlantic. Over 

1,500 people perished as "the ship that not even God could 

sink" sank. Only about a third of the passengers lived to tell 

of the nightmare. 

  

Although the death toll was staggering, the greater tragedy 

was that many more people could have been rescued. The 

Titanic was certified to offer lifeboat space to 1,178 people. 

But of the twenty lifeboats lowered overboard, only a few 

were filled to capacity. Several were less than half full. For 

instance, the first lifeboat lowered, boat seven, had room for 

65 people, yet just 28 boarded. Boat five left with 24 spaces 

unfilled. Lifeboat nine left with 26 out of 65 paces unfilled. 

Lifeboat one could accommodate 40 people but left the 

Titanic with only 12 people on board. In all, only 711 

passengers and crew were rescued, while 40 percent of the 

total lifeboat spaces remained unfilled. Meanwhile, 

hundreds of people floated in the open water wearing life 

jackets near the twenty unfilled lifeboats. Only one of the 

vessels went back in search of other survivors. The rest (with 

room to spare) remained at a safe distance observing the 

horrific scene, comforting one another, and praising God 

they'd been spared. 

 

In the ensuing months, as investigators sought to determine 

why so many lifeboat seats remained unfilled, they 

uncovered some startling misperceptions. First, some of the 

Titanic crewman mistakenly assumed that filling the 

lifeboats to their "sea capacity" would cause the boats to 

break in two during the lowering process. As a result of 

their excessive caution, many passengers were forced to 

plummet into the icy waters. Secondly, some of the 

passengers were reluctant to board the lifeboats because 

they didn't feel that there was an urgent need. After all, the 

ship was supposedly "unsinkable." 

 

 ARE YOU SAVED? 

 OR ARE YOU STILL ON A SHIP THAT IS 

SINKING? 

 DO THESE MARKS CHARACTERIZE YOU? 

 ARE YOU ONE WHO HAS COME BOLDLY TO 

GOD—WITH GENUINE FAITH 

 ARE YOU ONE WHO IS HOLDING ON TO 

CHRIST 

 IS YOUR LIFE CHARACTERIZED BY 

MINISTERING TO OTHER BELIEVERS 

 THESE ARE THE MARKS OF THOSE WHO 

BELONG TO CHRIST 


