
The New Covenant  
Part 3   

Hebrews 9:15-28 

“And for this cause he is the mediator of the new testament, 

that by means of death, for the redemption of the 

transgressions that were under the first testament, they 

which are called might receive the promise of eternal 

inheritance. 

16 For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be 

the death of the testator. 17 For a testament is of force after 

men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at all while the 

testator liveth. 

18  Whereupon neither the first testament was dedicated 

without blood. 19 For when Moses had spoken every precept 

to all the people according to the law, he took the blood of 

calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and 

hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, 

20 saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath 

enjoined unto you. 21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood 

both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 22 

And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and 

without shedding of blood is no remission. 

23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of things in 

the heavens should be purified with these; but the heavenly 

things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 

hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven 

itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 25 nor 

yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest 

entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 

26 for then must he often have suffered since the foundation 

of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he 

appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 

27 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this 

the judgment: 28 so Christ was once offered to bear the sins 

of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the 

second time without sin unto salvation.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

Vs. 15—“And for this cause he is the mediator of the new 

testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 

transgressions that were under the first testament, they 

which are called might receive the promise of eternal 

inheritance.” 

 

 “For This Cause” 

 

o Paul is referring to what he has just been 

saying 

o He has been pointing these Jews to the 

superiority of Christ  

 

 Superior to Moses 

 Superior to Aaron 

 Superior to the OT sacrifices 

 His tabernacle is superior to the OT 

tabernacle 

 His services as priest are superior to 

the OT services of the priesthood 

 The New Covenant is greater than the 

Old Covenant 



 

 Jesus has become—by His Death—the mediator of 

the New Covenant—that God promised through 

the prophet Jeremiah 

 

o Which was a better covenant than the Old 

Covenant 

o Jesus was a greater mediator than the Old 

Covenant priests 

 

 Because He—by His death—could 

bring men to God 

 The Old Covenant priests—acted as 

mediators too—but they could not 

truly bring men to God 

 

 There was still a separation 

between men and God—even 

though they offered sacrifice for 

sinners 

 The veil still stood between the 

people and God 

 And it wasn’t until the death of 

Christ that that veil was 

removed once and for all 

 

 Jesus’ death SATISFIED God’s wrath for ALL the 

SIN of ALL the WORLD 

 

I John 2:2—“and he is the propitiation for our sins: and 

not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.” 

 

o Past, Present, and Future 

 

 The Old Testament Jews 

 The New Testament Jews 

 All Gentiles (Past, Present, Future) 

 

o The QUESTION that often gets asked:  How 

did Jews in the Old Testament get saved? 

 

 They were not saved by the blood of 

Old Testament sacrifices 

 

Hebrews 10:1—“For the law having a shadow of good 

things to come, and not the very image of the things, can 

never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year 

continually make the comers thereunto perfect.” 

 

Hebrews 10:3-4—“But in those sacrifices there is a 

remembrance again made of sins every year. 4 For it is not 

possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take 

away sins.” 

 

 Paul answers that question in vs. 15 

 

Vs. 15—“And for this cause he is the mediator of the new 

testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 

transgressions that were under the first testament, they 

which are called might receive the promise of eternal 

inheritance” 

 

 Those who sinned under while under 

the “FIRST TESTAMENT” were 

saved—not because of the priesthood 

of the first testament—but by the 



death of Christ—who is the great high 

priest of the New Testament 

 God has and will always save people 

on the basis of Christ’s death on the 

cross 

 

Romans 3:24-25—“being justified freely by his grace 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 25 whom 

God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his 

blood, to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins 

that are past, through the forbearance of God” 

 

 God has always saved people based 

upon the future sacrifice of Christ 

 Up to that point—God forgave—by 

patience—waiting and looking 

forward to Christ’s death to satisfy the 

debt 

 

Acts 17:30—“And the times of this ignorance God winked 

at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent” 

 

 The Death of Christ was retroactive—

for the sins all the way back to Adam 

 

Revelation 13:8—“Lamb slain from the foundation of the 

world.” 

 

John 1:29—“Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 

the sin of the world.” 

 

 

 

 What Jesus’ Death Secured… 

 

 

Vs. 15—“And for this cause he is the mediator of the new 

testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the 

transgressions that were under the first testament, they 

which are called might receive the promise of eternal 

inheritance” 

 

o It opened up the door for Israel to receive 

the promises of the Covenant—THE 

ETERNAL INHERITANCE 

o Christ as the mediator of the New Covenant, 

opened the door for Israel’s inheritance to be 

received 

 

 

NOTE:  But this DIDN’T OPEN the door for all who claim 

to be Israel—but for only those who believe.  Whether they 

believed during Abraham’s day, during Moses’ day, or even 

after Christ has come. 

 

The door to the inheritance of Israel was opened by the 

death of Christ. 

 

o So what was that inheritance? 
 

 It was salvation 

 It was peace with God 

 It was being brought nigh to God 

 It was being made perfect 

 And all the promises that come with 

salvation 



 

 

 

 Paul, at this point, shows the necessity of Jesus 

Death on the Cross 

 

o The death of the Messiah did not fit into the 

mindset of the Jews 

o They believed that He would be the coming 

conquering hero for the Jews that would 

deliver Israel from their bondage to Rome 

o For Him to die did not make sense 

o That was the very issue that Jesus’ own 

disciples had with Him 

 

 Every time that Jesus said that He 

would die—the disciples responded 

with confusion 

 At one point—even Peter took Jesus 

aside and rebuked Him—for saying He 

would die 

 And it wasn’t until they physically saw 

Him alive after His resurrection from 

the dead—that they understood why 

He had to die 

 

o So Paul, is going to argue—the case for the 

Messiah’s death—from the perspective of 

the New Covenant 

o Jesus needed to die—for at least 3 reasons: 

 

 Because the Covenant Demands 

Death—For It to be Empowered 

 Because Forgiveness for Sins Demands 

Blood 

 Because Freedom From Judgment 

Demands a Substitute 

 

CIT:  Why Did Jesus Need to Die? 

 

I.  He Needed to Die Because the Covenant Demands 

Death (vs. 16-17)—“For where a testament is, there must 

also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17 For a 

testament is of force after men are dead: otherwise it is of no 

strength at all while the testator liveth.” 

 

 A.  The New Testament to Israel 

 

  1.  God has promised an inheritance to Israel 

2.  It was found in the form of a covenant 

(testament) 

 

a.  It was NOT the Old Covenant that 

God made with Israel that guaranteed the 

eternal inheritance of God 

 

NOTE:  That Old Covenant was extended to Israel at Mt. 

Sinai just after they had been delivered from a 400 year 

bondage in Egypt. 

 

It was a covenant that DID NOT  nor COUL NOT promise 

an eternal inheritance from God.  But what it did was to set 

Israel apart for God.  That if they obeyed—they would be 

His people and He would be their God. 

 



i.  As we have been learning—The 

Old Covenant could never save a 

sinner 

ii.  It could never make the comers 

thereto perfect 

iii.  It was at best—a picture of the 

true covenant (that would give all 

the inheritance of God—to 

believing Israel) 

iv.   And that covenant, that 

promised that inheritance, could 

only be enacted by one man—the 

LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

NOTE:  So how could that inheritance be 

realized/empowered? 

 

The same way any covenant/will is realized or activated;  

the TESTATOR MUST DIE. 

 

B.  The Necessity of Death to Empower the 

Testament (vs. 17)—“For a testament is of force 

after men are dead: otherwise it is of no strength at 

all while the testator liveth.” 

 

1.  Christ is the Testator of the New Covenant 

with Israel 

 

a.  He came for the purpose of enacting 

the promises of the covenant—that God 

longed to give to His people 

b.  His death opened the door to the 

inheritance that God had for believing 

Israel 

 

2.  Jesus came to die so that His people could 

inherit the promises of God 

 

Luke 22:19-20—“And he took bread, and gave thanks, and 

brake it, and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which 

is given for you: this do in remembrance of me. 20 Likewise 

also the cup after supper, saying, This cup is the new 

testament in my blood, which is shed for you.” 

 

NOTE:  Someone may say, “Well, that leaves me out.  I’m 

not a Jew.  I’ll never be able to receive the inheritance that 

God has promised to Israel.  Jesus only died for Israel.” 

 

But the Bible says that God not only extends the promise of 

His inheritance to Israel—but to those who are adopted 

Israel as well. 

 

Romans 8:15-17—“For ye have not received the spirit of 

bondage again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 

adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. 16  The Spirit 

itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 

children of God: 17 and if children, then heirs; heirs of 

God, and joint-heirs with Christ” 

 

Romans 11:17-18—“ And if some of the branches be 

broken off, and thou, being a wild olive tree, wert graffed in 

among them, and with them partakest of the root and fatness 

of the olive tree; 18 boast not against the branches. But if 

thou boast, thou bearest not the root, but the root thee.” 



 

NOTE:  And not all that are physical Israel will receive the 

inheritance.  Paul said in Romans—that not all Israel are 

Israel.  The way a person becomes part of the line of 

inheritance—is by faith in Christ. 

 

Matthew 3:7-10—“But when he saw many of the Pharisees 

and Sadducees come to his baptism, he said unto them, O 

generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8 Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 

repentance: 9 and think not to say within yourselves, We 

have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is 

able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham. 

10 And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: 

therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is 

hewn down, and cast into the fire.” 

 

 

QUESTION:  So how does a person enter into that 

covenant line? 

 

 They enter in the same way anyone enters—and 

that is by repentance and faith 

 Repentance toward God, faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ 

 

I.  He Needed to Die Because the Covenant Demands 

Death 

 

II.  He Needed to Die Because Forgiveness Demands 

Blood (vs. 18-26)—“Whereupon neither the first testament 

was dedicated without blood. 19 For when Moses had 

spoken every precept to all the people according to the law, 

he took the blood of calves and of goats, with water, and 

scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and 

all the people, 20 saying, This is the blood of the testament 

which God hath enjoined unto you. 21 Moreover he 

sprinkled with blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels 

of the ministry. 22 And almost all things are by the law 

purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no 

remission. 23 It was therefore necessary that the patterns of 

things in the heavens should be purified with these; but the 

heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with 

hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven 

itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 25 nor 

yet that he should offer himself often, as the high priest 

entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 

26 for then must he often have suffered since the foundation 

of the world: but now once in the end of the world hath he 

appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

 

 A.  Covenants Are ALWAYS Ratified By Death 

 

  1.  The Abrahamic Covenant 

 

a.  In Genesis 15—God came to 

Abraham and reminded him of His 

promise to bless Abraham with many 

children—and give his seed the land 

forever 

b.  At that point Abraham had neither  

 

 i.  No children 

 ii.  No land 



iii.  His wife was barren, and he 

was a sojourner in the land 

 

c.  Abraham asked God to make a 

covenant with him—so that he would 

know that these things would come to 

pass 

d.  So God laid out the requirements for 

the covenant 

 

Genesis 15:9-10—“And he said unto him, Take me an 

heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, 

and a ram of three years old, and a turtledove, and a young 

pigeon. 10 And he took unto him all these, and divided them 

in the midst, and laid each piece one against another: but 

the birds divided he not.” 

 

e.  Each one of those pieces that God told 

Abraham to get were slaughtered and 

were set across from each other in a path 

f.  This is the way that covenants were 

ratified 

 

i.  It was a way of pointing to the 

seriousness of the covenant 

ii.  God was serious (as death) 

about keeping His promise to 

Abraham 

 

2.  The Mosaic Covenant also was ratified by 

the shedding of blood 

 

B.  The Ratification of the Old Covenant—the 

Shedding of Blood (vs. 19-22)—“For when Moses 

had spoken every precept to all the people according 

to the law, he took the blood of calves and of goats, 

with water, and scarlet wool, and hyssop, and 

sprinkled both the book, and all the people, 20 saying, 

This is the blood of the testament which God hath 

enjoined unto you. 21 Moreover he sprinkled with 

blood both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the 

ministry. 22 And almost all things are by the law 

purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is 

no remission.” 

 

1.  The Old Covenant Extended to Israel 

(Exodus 19-23) 

  

a.  After the children of Israel were 

delivered from bondage—God brought 

them to the Mt. Sinai where He would 

make a covenant with them— 

 

i.  To be their God—if they would 

obey His commands— 

ii.  And He would greatly bless 

them as a people above all people 

 

Exodus 19:5-6—“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice 

indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar 

treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

6 and ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an 

holy nation.” 

 

b.  The people’s response: 



 

Exodus19: 8—“And all the people answered together, and 

said, All that the Lord hath spoken we will do.” 

 

c.  So God agrees to meet with them in 3 

days—and lay out all the terms of the 

covenant with these people—who have 

agreed to keep all its terms 

 

i.  God meets with them—and 

begins to lay out the law (the 10 

Commandments) 

ii.  And then God begins to lay out 

the specifics of that law—from 

chapter 21-23 

 

 Dealing with how they are 

to treat one another 

 Slaves 

 Business relations 

 Property 

 Treatment of enemies 

 Marital relations 

 

iii.  And then at the end of 23—

God gives them a warning that 

they are to take this serious—or 

the Angel of the Lord will not help 

them in taking the land of Canaan 

 

d.  By the time we come to chapter 24—

Moses has laid out all the terms of the 

covenant before the people—and again—

they respond… 

 

Exodus 24:3—“and all the people answered with one voice, 

and said, All the words which the Lord hath said will we 

do.” 

 

2.  The Ratifying of the Old Covenant—by 

blood 

 

a.  The people have agreed to the terms 

of the covenant—now it was time to 

offer up blood for the covenant 

 

Exodus 24: 4-8—“And Moses wrote all the words of the 

Lord, and rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar 

under the hill, and twelve pillars, according to the twelve 

tribes of Israel. 5 And he sent young men of the children of 

Israel, which offered burnt offerings, and sacrificed peace 

offerings of oxen unto the Lord. 6 And Moses took half of 

the blood, and put it in basins; and half of the blood he 

sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the book of the 

covenant, and read in the audience of the people: and they 

said, All that the Lord hath said will we do, and be obedient. 

8 And Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the people, 

and said, Behold the blood of the covenant, which the Lord 

hath made with you concerning all these words.” 

 

b.  Paul lays out even more detail than 

what we see in Exodus 24 

 

(vs. 19-21)—“For when Moses had spoken every precept to 

all the people according to the law, he took the blood of 



calves and of goats, with water, and scarlet wool, and 

hyssop, and sprinkled both the book, and all the people, 

20 saying, This is the blood of the testament which God hath 

enjoined unto you. 21 Moreover he sprinkled with blood 

both the tabernacle, and all the vessels of the ministry. 

 

NOTE:  Making a covenant with God was terrible mess.  

There was death and blood all over the place.   

 

And it didn’t stop after the covenant was made.  It just 

continued on all throughout the history of Israel.  Sacrifice 

after sacrifice was continually offered.  Blood was 

continually, year after year, brought into the most holy place 

and offered upon the mercy seat. 

 

There was a constant shedding of blood.  That covenant that 

was ratified in death—entered them into a whole system that 

operated around death and shedding of blood. 

 

3.  The Constant Reminder of Death (vs. 22)—

“And almost all things are by the law purged 

with blood; and without shedding of blood is 

no remission”  

 

a.  God wanted Israel to continually be 

reminded of the consequences of sin 

 

 i.  Sin brings death 

ii.  Death is the only way God’s 

wrath for sin can be satisfied 

iii.  And all throughout Israel’s 

history they were continually 

reminded of that 

 

b.  Forgiveness can’t be given—just 

because someone asks for it 

 

i.  Forgiveness can only be offered 

because someone else died 

ii.  There has to be blood that is 

shed—so that sins can be forgiven 

 

NOTE:  Do we ever think of how high the cost is for us to 

be forgiven.  I was talking with a young man about his 

soul—and asked him why he should be allowed to go to 

heaven.  And his response was that all you have to do is ask 

for forgiveness and God will give it to you.  And I reminded 

him that sin can’t just be forgiven—without a penalty being 

paid.  Jesus had to die for our sin—so that God’s wrath 

could be satisfied.   

 

No one just gets forgiven because they ask for it.  They have 

to come through the sacrifice of Christ. 

 

And here’s another thing.  If you’ve been forgiven—how do 

you look at your sin now?  Do you take for granted all that 

God has done for you to forgive you?  Do you just glibly 

sin—and justify the fact that it is all forgiven—because you 

are saved? 

 

Romans 6:1-2—“What shall we say then? Shall we 

continue in sin, that grace may abound? 2 God forbid.” 

 

c.  So Paul is pointing out that God—

continually gave Israel a reminder of the 



necessity of shed blood (death) so that 

sin could be dealt with 

 

i.  So that when the Messiah would 

come—they would expect that he 

would die for the sins of the people 

ii.  The covenant had to be ratified 

by death 

 

C.  The Ratification of the New Covenant—

Christ’s Shed Blood (vs. 23-26)—“It was therefore 

necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens 

should be purified with these; but the heavenly things 

themselves with better sacrifices than these. 

24 For Christ is not entered into the holy places made 

with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into 

heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 

for us: 25 nor yet that he should offer himself often, as 

the high priest entereth into the holy place every year 

with blood of others; 26 for then must he often have 

suffered since the foundation of the world: but now 

once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put 

away sin by the sacrifice of himself.” 

 

1.  The Old Covenant was only a pattern of the 

New—“the patterns of things in the heavens 

should be purified with these” 

 

a.  As Paul has continually pointed out 

throughout our series—the Old only 

shadowed the reality 

 

 i.  The priesthood 

 ii.  The Tabernacle 

 iii.  The sacrifices 

 

b.  It was just a sign that pointed to the 

substance 

c.  It was just a picture of the real 

 

 i.  The real priest 

 ii.  The real sacrifice 

 iii.  The real tabernacle 

 

2.  If blood was demanded to be shed for the 

Old—how much more the New—“It was 

therefore necessary that the patterns of things 

in the heavens should be purified with these; 

but the heavenly things themselves with better 

sacrifices than these.” 

 

a.  The Old Covenant System demanded 

blood be shed for the remission of sins 

b.  How much more should the new 

Covenant? 

c.  And with what kind of sacrifice 

should it purify? 

 

NOTE:  Do you see what Paul is doing?  For those who are 

getting all hung up on the Messiah dying—they are seriously 

overlooking a major point in the Old Covenant—that blood 

has to be shed—that sin brings death. 

 

i.  Jesus is the New Testament 

sacrifice 



ii.  It’s His death that enables the 

promises of the covenant and 

ratifies the covenant 

iii.  It is only because of His death 

on the cross that Israel can be 

saved 

 

3.  Why Christ’s Sacrifice is better (vs. 24-26) 

 

a.  He entered into the REAL HOLY 

PLACE—“For Christ is not entered into 

the holy places made with hands, which 

are the figures of the true; but into 

heaven itself, now to appear in the 

presence of God for us:” 

 

i.  Jesus offered His sacrifice in the 

only place that really counts—the 

Throne Room of God 

ii.  He did not offer up His 

sacrifice in a shadowy place—OT 

tabernacle 

 

b. His sacrifice was offered only 

ONCE— “nor yet that he should offer 

himself often, as the high priest entereth 

into the holy place every year with blood 

of others; 26 for then must he often have 

suffered since the foundation of the 

world: but now once” 

 

i.  Jesus did not need to offer 

Himself continually for sin 

ii.  His sacrifice was sufficient for 

all time 

iii.  Every sin—past, present, and 

future was taken care of on the 

cross 

 

NOTE:  Paul makes the note that if Christ had to 

continually offer up Himself for the sins of the worlds—that 

He would have had to do so since the beginning of the 

world—when the very first man sinned against God.   

 

But Christ’s sacrifice is not like the sacrifices of the OT 

priests.  It is sufficient—Once for all time. 

 

c.  His sacrifice put sin away forever—

“in the end of the world hath he 

appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice 

of himself.” 

 

i.  Jesus’ death did what no other 

sacrifice could do—it put sin away 

ii.  The only thing that the OT 

sacrificial system could do—was 

cover the sin—only to have 

revealed again—the next time 

someone sinned 

iii.  It could never make a person 

truly right with God 

iv.  But Jesus’ sacrifice is able to 

completely eradicate the presence 

of sin in the one who believes 

 



4.  Christ’s sacrifice marked a time frame—

THE END OF THE WORLD 

 

a.  Jesus’ death on the cross—set the 

mark for end of the world 

b.  His death on the cross was the final 

event on God’s calendar—before the end 

of the world 

c.  All that we are waiting for is the 

coming of Christ—to judge the world for 

sin—and to create a new Heaven and a 

new Earth—that is governed by 

righteousness 

 

I.  He Needed to Die Because the Covenant Demands 

Death 

 

II.  He Needed to Die Because Forgiveness Demands 

Blood 

 

III.  He Needed to Die Because Judgment Demands a 

Substitute (vs. 27-28)—“And as it is appointed unto men 

once to die, but after this the judgment: 28 so Christ was 

once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that 

look for him shall he appear the second time without sin 

unto salvation.” 

 

A.  Jesus’ Death Was Once For the Sins of the 

World 

 

1.  Man is appointed to die once—for his own 

sin 

2.  And then after that—he must face God’s 

judgment 

3.  But Jesus—took the penalty of man’s sin—

and died once 

 

 a.  He took our place in His death 

 b.  He paid our penalty 

 c.  He faced our judgment on the cross 

 

NOTE:  If we want to escape the judgment for our sin—we 

won’t escape by being a good person, or going to church, or 

reading a Bible, or praying, or giving, or doing good works.  

We must go to the One who took our sin in His own body—

and died in our place—so that we don’t have to face the 

judgment of God. 

 

Jesus bore God’s wrath for us. 

 

B.  Jesus will appear the second time with 

Salvation 

 

1.  Paul is drawing on the OT sacrificial 

system—to demonstrate what Christ is doing 

 

a.  On the Day of Atonement—when the 

High priest would go into offer the blood 

for sins of the people—the people would 

wait outside the tabernacle—hoping that 

the priest would come out—having 

accomplished all that needed to be 

accomplished 

b.  If he failed—he would surely die 



c.  But if he succeeded, His appearing to 

the people was a way of saying that all 

the sins of the nation were taken care of 

again for that year 

 

  2.  Paul is saying the same thing about Christ 

 

a.  That he came into the world to be our 

sacrifice for sin 

b.  That he has brought his sacrifice into 

the very presence of God 

c.  And that one day—just like the High 

priest of OT Israel—He will come again 

declaring all has been settled 

 

CONCLUSION: 
 


