
Jesus, the Superior 
Priest—Part 2  

 Hebrews 7:20-28 

“And inasmuch as not without an oath he was made priest: 

21 (for those priests were made without an oath; but this 

with an oath by him that said unto him, THE LORD SWARE AND 

WILL NOT REPENT, THOU ART A PRIEST FOR EVER AFTER THE 

ORDER OF MELCHISEDEC:) 22 by so much was Jesus made a 

surety of a better testament. 23 And they truly were many 

priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason 

of death: 24 but this man, because he continueth ever, hath 

an unchangeable priesthood. 25  Wherefore he is able also 

to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 

seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 26 For 

such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 

undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher than the 

heavens; 27 who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to 

offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the 

people’s: for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 

28 For the law maketh men high priests which have 

infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, 

maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

† Review 

  

o The Book of Hebrews was written to Jewish 

people who existed somewhere outside of 

Jerusalem 

o These Jews had been “evangelized”  
 

 Some of these Jews had been saved 

 But many were still holding on to their 

Judaism 
 

 For fear of the Jews 

 

o Of persecution 

o Of being cut off from their 

people 
 

 They have been the subject of 

much of the warning chapters of 

the book 

 

2:1-4—“Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed 

to the things which we have heard, lest at any time we 

should let them slip. 2 For if the word spoken by angels was 

stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received 

a just recompence of reward; 3 how shall we escape, if we 

neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be 

spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them 

that heard him; 4 God also bearing them witness, both with 

signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 

Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” 

 

3:12—“Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of you an 

evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God.” 

 



6:4-6—“For it is impossible for those who were once 

enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were 

made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 5 and have tasted the 

good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 6 if 

they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; 

seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and 

put him to an open shame.” 

 

 They were in danger of letting being 

lost forever 

 

 They were letting the gospel 

message slip from their grasp 

 They were beginning to harden 

their hearts in unbelief 

 They were about to completely 

fall away from the gospel—and 

never have another opportunity 

to be saved 

 

 And as Paul will later say to them… 

 

Hebrews 10:26-27—“For if we sin wilfully after that we 

have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 

no more sacrifice for sins, 27 but a certain fearful looking 

for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour 

the adversaries.” 

 

o So What Has Paul Been Saying to Them? 

 

 1—He’s been warning them of certain 

judgment that will come upon them if 

they don’t get saved 

 2—He’s been showing to them the 

superiority of Christ 

 

 Their big hang-up is Judaism 

 

o They see that Judaism was 

what God gave to them 

through Moses on the 

mountain of Sinai 

o And that they were to hold 

on to it with all their might 

o Any abandonment of the 

Law—would be like 

apostasy in their mind 

 

 So Paul has been telling them 

that even their own law and the 

prophets pointed to another 

SUPERIOR ACCESS TO GOD 

 The Priesthood was the most 

important element of Judaism 

 

o Because they were given 

access to God through the 

priest work of redemption 

 

 The people would 

bring an offering to 

the priest 

 The priest would 

make atonement for 

their sin (following 



the prescriptions of 

the law) 

 He was supposed to 

bring them close to 

God 

 

NOTE:  But Paul’s point is that though the priest appeared 

to be giving a person access to God—it just wasn’t so.  The 

priesthood of Israel was NEVER designed to make someone 

right with God. 

 

The only people who could really draw close to God were 

the priests—and high priest could only go into the holy of 

holies once a year for a short period of time. 

 

The priest could never remove the veil of the temple—so 

that others could come—it always remained. 

 

It wasn’t until Christ died on the cross—that the veil was 

torn in two from top to bottom.  It was Christ’s death on the 

cross that gave mankind access to God.  And it was pictured 

in the tearing of the veil. 

 

 

NOTE:  The physical holy of holies was NOT where God’s 

presence really was.  That was just a picture.  The real place 

is heaven itself. 

 

Hebrews 9:11—“But Christ being come an high priest of 

good things to come, by a greater and more perfect 

tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 

building” 

 

 

 

o Paul has been laying out the priesthood of 

Christ 

o Chapter 4 is where he begins speaking of his 

priesthood 

 

Hebrews 4:14-16—“Seeing then that we have a great high 

priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 

God, let us hold fast our profession. 15 For we have not an 

high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 

infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 

without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the 

throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 

to help in time of need.” 

 

o Then, in chapter 5, Paul introduces a person 

by the name of Melchizedek  

 

5:9-10—“and being made perfect, he became the author of 

eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; 10 called of 

God an high priest after the order of Melchisedec.” 

 

 

NOTE:  After verse 10 all the way through chapter 6, Paul 

gives a parenthetical invitation to those who were still 

unbelievers in Christ. 

 

o But in chapter 7 Paul again picks up the 

subject of Melchizedek’s priesthood 

 

 we only find 2 small passages that deal 

with this person 



 

 Genesis 14 

 Psalm 110 

 

 Paul expounds these 2 passages—

squeezing out every last drop of truth 

 

Psalm 110:4—“The Lord hath sworn, and will not repent, 

Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 

 That was a prophecy given about the 

Messiah—that He would be a priest 

after the order of Melchizedek 

 Verse 1-10 Paul shows us how 

Melchizedek’s priesthood is greater 

than Aaron’s 

 

 Thus how Christ is greater than 

Aaron 

 

 Then last time we learned why the 

Jews did not need to seek after the Old 

Testament priesthood—but rather, 

they were to seek after Christ 

 

 Because the OT priesthood could 

never bring a person close to 

God 

 

o It couldn’t save them 

o And it was never designed 

to do so 

 

 Christ’s Priesthood Far 

Exceeded Aaron’s priesthood 

 

o Jesus’ priesthood is able to 

give men access to God 

 

o In this next passage, Paul continues to show 

us how Christ’s priesthood is superior to 

Aaron’s priesthood 

 

I.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because Of His 

Securing Life 

 

II.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because of His 

Endless Life 

 

III.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because of His Holy 

Life   

 

CIT:  How Is Jesus’ Priesthood Superior to the Old 

Testament Priesthood? 

 

I.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because Of His 

Securing Life (vs. 20-22)—“And inasmuch as not without 

an oath he was made priest: 21 (for those priests were made 

without an oath; but this with an oath by him that said unto 

him, THE LORD SWARE AND WILL NOT REPENT, THOU ART A 

PRIEST FOR EVER AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEC:) 22 by 

so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.” 

 

 A.  The Insufficiency of the Aaronic Priesthood 

 

  1.  The importance of the priesthood of Israel 



a.  As said in the past, the Jewish 

priesthood was the most important figure 

in the nation of Israel 

 

i.  Not only did he set the spiritual 

tone of the nation—but he also—at 

times— was the leader in the 

nation 

ii.  And when there were other 

leaders—like kings ruling in 

Israel—the priest would be the 

balance of power over the nation 

iii.  So the priest was a very 

powerful person in the nation of 

Israel 

 

b.  And he was very important to the 

people  

 

i.  He was the one who was 

supposed to make people right 

with God 

ii.  He was the one who would care 

for the spiritual needs of his people 

 

Hebrews 5:1-3—“For every high priest taken from among 

men is ordained for men in things pertaining to God, that he 

may offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins: 2 who can have 

compassion on the ignorant, and on them that are out of 

the way; for that he himself also is compassed with 

infirmity. 3 And by reason hereof he ought, as for the 

people, so also for himself, to offer for sins.” 

 

  2.  The Inability of the Priesthood of Israel 

 

a.  And as already said, the priesthood 

could NOT make people right with God 

 

i.  It couldn’t save the sinner from 

his sins 

ii.  It was never able to save the 

sinner 

 

Hebrews 10:4—“For it is not possible that the blood of 

bulls and of goats should take away sins.” 

 

NOTE:  It’s not that the OT priesthood had corrupted itself. 

NO!  It was because God never intended it to save sinners.  

It was only meant to point sinners to the ultimate priest—

Jesus Christ. 

 

He is the only priest.  He is the only sacrifice.  He is the 

lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. 

 

NOTE:  Now we can see why it must have been very 

difficult for these Hebrews to leave this priesthood—and all 

the elements that surrounded it. 

 

Holding on the Old while rejecting the New did not make 

them right with God.  That’s why Paul warned them so 

severely about their condition that they were in. 

 

b.  God never intended the OT 

priesthood to save sinners 

 



B.  The Oath of God(vs. 20-21)—“And inasmuch as 

not without an oath he was made priest: 21 (for those 

priests were made without an oath; but this with an 

oath by him that said unto him, THE LORD SWARE AND 

WILL NOT REPENT, THOU ART A PRIEST FOR EVER AFTER 

THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEC:) 

 

1.  Paul compares how God instituted both 

priesthoods 

 

a.  The OT priesthood (Aaronic 

priesthood) God never gave an oath 

about the length of their priesthood 

 

“for those priests were made without an oath” 

 

b.  God NEVER promised that Israel’s 

priesthood (Aaron’s priesthood) would 

continue forever 

c.  But the NT priesthood—God did give 

His Oath about how long it would last 

 

“but this with an oath by him that said unto him, THE LORD 

SWARE AND WILL NOT REPENT, THOU ART A PRIEST FOR EVER 

AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEC” 

 

i.  Christ’s priesthood (which was 

not after the order of Aaron—but 

Melchizedek) would last forever 

ii.  There will never come a time in 

all of eternity—that Christ’s 

priesthood would become 

insufficient 

 

2.  God WILL NOT break His Word—“THE 

LORD SWARE AND WILL NOT REPENT, THOU ART A 

PRIEST FOR EVER AFTER THE ORDER OF 

MELCHISEDEC” 

 

a.  This oath that God made about His 

Son’s priesthood would NEVER BE 

RENIGGED 

b.  God swore—and would not repent 

 

NOTE:  It is God’s oath that really determines the 

importance of Christ’s priesthood and the insufficiency of 

the Old. 

 

QUESTION:  Why Did God Need to Give an Oath? 

 

 God’s Word is Sufficient 

 If God said it—that settles it 

 God won’t break His word—even though He may not 

have given an oath upon His word 

 So why the need for an oath? 

 

 There are a couple times in the scriptures that you see 

where God gives an oath upon His word 

 

o He swore to Abraham that He would multiply 

Abraham’s descendants as the sand of the sea 

o He also swore to David that his throne would 

never fail 

 

 Both these covenants were unconditional and eternal 



 They could not be changed by the actions or attitudes 

of another—God—even Himself—would not change 

them 

 The Significance of These Oaths 

 

o Both of these oaths were fulfilled in the eternal 

purposes of Christ 

 

 Every time God swears upon Himself—He is 

testifying to the eternal purposes of His Son fulfilling 

that oath 

 

Hebrews 6:13-17—“For when God made promise to 

Abraham, because he could swear by no greater, he sware 

by himself, 14 saying, Surely blessing I will bless thee, and 

multiplying I will multiply thee. 15 And so, after he had 

patiently endured, he obtained the promise. 

16 For men verily swear by the greater: and an oath for 

confirmation is to them an end of all strife. 17 Wherein God, 

willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise 

the immutability of his counsel, confirmed it by an oath” 

 

C.  Jesus—the Securing of That Oath (vs. 22)—“by 

so much was Jesus made a surety of a better 

testament” 

 

1.  Jesus is called “the Surety” of a better 

testament 

 

a.  A “surety” is a bond or guarantee of 

the oath 

b.  It is the fulfillment of the oath that 

God made with all of mankind 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  In the book of Genesis Jacob’s sons 

were preparing to go into Egypt to buy corn—because 

famine in the land had broken out so severely upon the 

people.  This was their second time to go and buy corn—and 

they had already been told that next time they would need to 

bring their younger brother Benjamin if they wanted to buy 

any corn.  Jacob did not want to let Benjamin go because he 

had already lost his other son Joseph.  But he reluctantly 

agreed when Judah  offered to be the security of Benjamin’s 

life. 

 

Genesis 43:9—“I will be surety for him; of my hand shalt 

thou require him: if I bring him not unto thee, and set him 

before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever” 

 

After receiving food from Egypt—they were headed on their 

way home—when they were stopped by the Egyptians and 

were searched to see if they stole a silver cup from the 

governor (Joseph in disguise).  And sure enough, the silver 

cup was found in Benjamin’s bundle (because it was planted 

there by Joseph).  Joseph, the governor, threatened to take 

Benjamin as a slave forever—but Judah stood in Benjamin’s 

place—as the surety of the oath to his father—willing to 

become the slave instead of his brother. 

 

Genesis 44:33-34—“Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy 

servant abide instead of the lad a bondman to my lord; and 

let the lad go up with his brethren. 34 For how shall I go up 

to my father, and the lad be not with me? lest peradventure I 

see the evil that shall come on my father.” 

 



2.  Just as Judah was the surety of his brother’s 

return back to his father—so is Jesus the surety 

of God’s promise to provide an eternal priest 

for mankind 

 

a.  Jesus took our sins upon Himself at 

the cross 

b.  His sacrifice was offered up to God 

on the behalf of us 

c.  And every time man sins—His blood 

atones for their sin 

 

i.  Man’s debt of sin is continually 

paid  

ii.  Man has the promise of eternal 

life because of the eternal 

priesthood of Christ 

 

I.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because Of His 

Securing Life 

 

 

II.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because of His 

Endless Life (vs. 23-25)—“And they truly were many 

priests, because they were not suffered to continue by reason 

of death: 24 but this man, because he continueth ever, hath 

an unchangeable priesthood. 25  Wherefore he is able also 

to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, 

seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 

 

 A.  The Disqualifier of the Priesthood 

 

  1.  Death disqualifies the priest 

 

a.  Once the priest dies he is no longer 

able to be the priest—because he’s dead 

b.  The next in the line of Aaron would 

then take over the priesthood 

c.  And this cycle—of one priest coming 

on the scene after another one has died—

continued on in Israel’s history for 

hundreds of years 

d.  Death put an end to their priesthood 

 

ILLUSTRATION: 

 

 God gave that Illustration to Israel from the very 

beginning 

 Israel had been in the wilderness for almost 40 

years 

 And all through that time Aaron acted upon the 

people’s behalf as Israel’s high priest 

 But just as they were about to enter into the 

Canaan land God told Aaron that he was to go on 

top of Mount Hor—and before all the people, be 

stripped of his priestly garments—and have those 

garments laid upon his son Eleazar  

 Aaron, like his brother Moses, would not be 

allowed to come into the land—but would die in 

the wilderness 

 God was giving a very vivid illustration to the 

people—that the priesthood of Israel would not be 

forever 

 

“And they truly were many priests, because they were not 

suffered to continue by reason of death” 



 

2.  Death kept them being able to save 

completely 

 

NOTE:  They were never able to save in any way—not one 

iota. 

 

a.  But suppose they truly could bring 

salvation to someone—their salvation 

would only last as long as they lived 

b.  And the moment they died—the 

salvation that they provided ceased 

c.  And that’s what God wanted Israel to 

understand 

 

i.  “Your priests cannot make you 

right with God!” 

ii.  “And even if he was able to 

make you right with God—he 

could not keep you right with 

God!” 

iii.  “There’s only one that can!” 

 

B.  The Permanence of Christ’s Priesthood (vs. 

24)—“but this man, because he continueth ever, hath 

an unchangeable priesthood.” 

 

1.  Jesus’s priesthood cannot be stopped by 

death 

2.  It doesn’t get passed on to His successor—

because he has no successor 

3.  And though he died on the cross—He rose 

again from the dead 

 

Romans 6:9-10—“ knowing that Christ being raised from 

the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over 

him. 10 For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in 

that he liveth, he liveth unto God.” 

 

Revelation 1:17-18—“Fear not; I am the first and the last: 

18 I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am 

alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of 

death.” 

 

C.  Jesus’ Complete Salvation—“Wherefore he is 

able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 

God by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 

for them” 

 

1.  “Wherefore”—Because he is an eternal 

priest… 

 2.  “he is able”—He is able to save 

 

  a.  He has the power to save 

  b.  No priest ever had the ability to save 

c.  No religious leader, or pastor today 

has the ability to save 

d.  Only Jesus can save 

 

3.  “to the uttermost”—He is able to save 

completely  

 

 a.  He saves forever 

 b.  He saves perfectly 

 c.  He keeps a person saved forever 

 d.  He is not able to ever lose you 



 

4.  “that come unto God by Him”—those who 

are saved are the ones who put their faith in 

Christ 

 

a.  He is the only one who can bring a 

person to God 

b.  He is the only one who can give 

someone access to God 

 

5. “Seeing he ever liveth to make intercession 

for them” 

 

a.  The security of our salvation is based 

upon His eternal life 

b.  He lives forever 

c.  He continues to make intercession for 

us 

 

I.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because Of His 

Securing Life 

 

II.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because of His 

Endless Life 

 

 

III.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because of His Holy 

Life  (vs. 26-28)—“For such an high priest became us, who 

is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 

made higher than the heavens; 27 who needeth not daily, as 

those high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, 

and then for the people’s: for this he did once, when he 

offered up himself. 28 For the law maketh men high priests 

which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was 

since the law, maketh the Son, who is consecrated for 

evermore” 

 

A.  The Sinfulness of the OT Priesthood—“to offer 

up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the 

people’s” 

 

  1. The OT Priests were sinful 

 

a.  They may have striven to  live a holy 

life—but in all practicality—they 

couldn’t be truly holy 

b.  And because they were sinful—they 

not only had to offer sacrifice for other 

people—they had to offer for themselves 

 

NOTE:  On the Day of Atonement—before they could ever 

offer up the blood of the goat for the people—they were 

required to offer the sacrifice of a bull for themselves and 

the rest of the priests.  They themselves had to have their sin 

atoned for. 

 

  2.  The wickedness of some of the priests 

 

a.  There were times—in the history of 

the priesthood—that many did not fear 

the Lord 

b.  Some of them abused the sacrificial 

system 

c.  Some abused their position of 

authority—using it to fulfill their sexual 

lusts 



 

NOTE:  The sinfulness of the priesthood—whether they 

were arrogantly sinful—or they struggled with sin—made it 

very clear that they did not have the ability to save sinners—

because they themselves needed to be saved. 

 

But there was one who was without sin—who does live 

forever—He has the ability to save. 

 

B.  The Holiness of the NT Priesthood—“For such 

an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, 

undefiled, separate from sinners, and made higher 

than the heavens; 27 who needeth not daily, as those 

high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own 

sins, and then for the people’s: for this he did once, 

when he offered up himself. 28 For the law maketh 

men high priests which have infirmity; but the word of 

the oath, which was since the law, maketh the Son, 

who is consecrated for evermore” 

 

1.  “Holy”—without sin completely in the sight 

of God  

2.  “Harmless”—without sin completely in the 

sight of men 

 

a.  He never harmed anyone with sin—

because he had no sin 

 

3. “Undefiled”—he was free from any moral or 

spiritual blemish 

 

a.  Though he continually mingled 

among sinners—he was never defiled by 

them 

b.  He was like a ray of light that shines 

upon a foul, stagnant pond—he never 

lost his glory 

 

  4. “Separate From Sinners” 

 

   a.  He was from a totally different class 

b.  This does not mean that he didn’t 

associate with sinners—but that He was 

of a totally different nature 

 

 i.  He could not sin 

 

  5.  “Made higher than the heavens” 

 

a.  Because he is “holy, harmless, 

undefiled, separate from sinners” he is 

completely set apart 

b.  He’s not like the other high priests—

he is exalted above the heavens 

 

“who needeth not daily, as those high priests, to offer up 

sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people’s: for 

this he did once, when he offered up himself.” 

 

 C.  His Sacrifice and Priesthood Are Sufficient 

 

1.  You can’t put the OT priesthood on the 

same level as Christ 



2.  They are infinitely different from one 

another 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

Vs. 28—“For the law maketh men high priests which have 

infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law, 

maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore” 

 

ILLUSTRATION: 

 

 The OT priesthood wore a breastplate that bore the 

names of the 12 tribes of Israel upon it 

 Then the priest also wore an ephod on his shoulders 

that has also the 12 tribes of Israel inscribe upon them 

 One symbolized the heart 

 And the other symbolized the strength 

 An OT priesthood may have had a heart for his people 

 But he DID NOT have the strength 

 Only one has both the heart and the strength to bring 

His people before God—Jesus Christ 

 

 

I.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because Of His 

Securing Life 

 

II.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because of His 

Endless Life 

 

III.  Christ’s Priesthood is Superior Because of His Holy 

Life   

 


