
Our Perfect Savior   
Hebrews 2:9-18 

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the 

angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 

honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for 

every man. 10 For it became him, for whom are all things, 

and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto 

glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. 11 For both he that sanctifieth and they who are 

sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed 

to call them brethren, 12 saying, I WILL DECLARE THY NAME 

UNTO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE CHURCH WILL I SING 

PRAISE UNTO THEE. 13 And again, I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN HIM. 

AND AGAIN, BEHOLD I AND THE CHILDREN WHICH GOD HATH 

GIVEN ME. 14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers 

of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 

same; that through death he might destroy him that had the 

power of death, that is, the devil; 15 and deliver them who 

through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to 

bondage. 16 For verily he took not on him the nature of 

angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. 

17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like 

unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful 

high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

reconciliation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that he 

himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour 

them that are tempted.” 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

 Why Jesus is Supreme 

 

o For the last few weeks we have been going 

over how great our Lord Jesus Christ Is 

 

 We saw how He is the primary 

revelation of Scripture 

 We saw that He is the beginning, the 

middle, and end of everything 

 We saw that He is the very image of 

God in flesh 

 We saw that He is greater than the 

angels 

 

NOTE:  The reason that Paul is dealing with this issue 

(Jesus greater than the angels) is because of the Jewish view 

of angels.  Angels were looked upon with great reverence 

because of their connection to the Old Covenant (consisted 

of the 10 Commandments, the priesthood, the sacrificial 

system, the temple, the ceremonies, the laws—what made 

the Jews, Jews).  They were considered the mediators of the 

Old Covenant. 

 

So when Jesus came on the scene, He pronounced Himself 

to be the mediator of a New and Better covenant.  So Paul’s 

argument is that Jesus is greater than the angels—which 

makes His covenant greater. 

 

 Title—being called Son 

 He is Worshipped by the Angels 

 His Nature—the Father calls 

Him God—and the angels serve 

Him 



 His Existence—forever 

 His Destiny—to rule at the right 

hand of God 

 He Restored Man—what no 

angel could ever do 

 

 The Jews’ Rejection of Jesus as the New Mediator 

 

o He claimed to be God 

 

 In their mind, it was unthinkable to 

have  God become man 

 God was too Holy to be connected with 

man in such an intimate way 

 

o He Died 

 

 How could God die? 

 How could He die on the cross—the 

place of cursing? 

 

 Jesus being made lower than the angels—did not 

make sense to the average Jew 

 So Paul takes this passage and explains why it was 

necessary that Jesus be made lower than the angels 

 

 

CIT:  Why Did Jesus Have To Be Made Lower Than 

Angels? 

 

 

 

 

I.  Christ Was Made Lower So That He Could Become 

Our Substitute  (vs. 9)—“But we see Jesus, who was made 

a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, 

crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God 

should taste death for every man.” 

 

 A.  Man’s Position  

 

  1.  What Man was Created To Be 

 

a.  Man was created to rule over God’s 

creation 

b.  There was nothing that was not 

supposed to be under man’s feet 

 

 i.  Heaven and earth 

 ii.  Visible and invisible 

 

vs. 8—“thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. 

For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing 

that is not put under him.” 

 

  2.  Man’s Fall Into Sin 

 

a.  When God created man He told him 

that He could eat of anything except the 

tree of the knowledge of  good and evil 

b.  But when Satan came along—he 

tempted both the man and the woman to 

eat what they were forbidden to eat 

c.  They ate of the forbidden fruit and 

were immediately plunged into sin 

 



  3.  Man’s Curse 

 

a.  Because of their disobedience to 

God—they would be placed under a 

curse 

 

i.  Instead of ruling over all 

things—like God had set them up 

to do—they would be ruled by a 

cursed creation 

ii.  Ultimately they would die 

because of their sin 

iii.  Satan also usurped the 

authority that God had given to 

man 

 

vs. 8--“But now we see not yet all things put under him.” 

 

b.  The only way man can be freed from 

that bondage of corruption is to die 

 

i.  But if a man dies in his sin—he 

is doomed for the judgment of God 

ii.  What man needs is a substitute  

 

 

Man, for several thousand years, has been living at a 

lower level than he was created to be. 

But there is still hope.  One came to be the substitute 

 

Vs. 9—“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than 

the angels for the suffering of death” 

 

 B.  Jesus’ Humility 

 

  1.  Made lower than angels 

 

a.  He humbled himself to the position of 

sinful man (though he was without sin) 

b.  He subjected himself to the scorn of 

sinful man 

c.  He endured the sin-cursed world that 

sinful man lives in 

d.  He died for sinful man 

 

  2.  Jesus did what no angel could ever do 

 

   a.  No angel could become man 

   b.  No angel could bear man’s sin 

   c.  No angel could die for man 

d.  No angel could accomplish all this for 

every man 

 

i.  The difference between the Old 

and New covenant—was that the 

Old was limited to the people of 

Israel while the New was for all 

people 

ii.  Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 

was for all men 

 

vs. 9—“that he by the grace of God should taste death for 

every man.” 

 

Galatians 4:4-5—“but when the fulness of the time was 

come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under 



the law, 5 to redeem them that were under the law, that we 

might receive the adoption of sons.” 

 

3.  Through Jesus’ death, man was restored 

back to his position of authority and honor 

 

a.  We don’t see that yet 

b.  God’s plan for this sinful world has 

not been completed 

c.  But when Jesus comes again—He will 

set all things right as they should be 

 

i.  He will deal with sin once and 

for all 

ii.  He will deal with death 

iii.  He will restore man back to his 

glory 

 

C.  The Results of Jesus’ Humiliation—“crowned 

with glory and honour” 

 

1.  Paul makes the point that though Jesus was 

made lower than the angels—after he died he 

was restored to glory and honor 

 

a.  Paul wanted the Jews to understand 

that the cross was necessary for man 

b.  In order for man to be restored—God 

had to humble Himself and become a 

man—to become man’s substitute—so 

that man could be rightly restored back to 

his place of honor 

c.  As soon as Jesus completed His 

purpose—being made lower than the 

angels—he was restored back to honor 

 

i.  It is the Father who gave Him 

such honor 

 

Ephesian 1:20-21—“which he wrought in Christ, when he 

raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand 

in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality, and 

power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is 

named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to 

come” 

 

 Christ was made lower—for a time—to become 

Man’s substitute—so that man may be restored 

back to his created position of glory and honor 

 

II.  Christ Was Made Lower So That He Could Become 

Our Provider of Salvation (vs. 10)—“For it became him, 

for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in 

bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain of their 

salvation perfect through sufferings.” 

 

A.  Jesus’ Humiliation Was Right—“For it became 

him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons unto glory” 

 

NOTE:  I want you to notice the phrase Paul uses here in 

the passage—“for whom are all things, and by whom are all 

things, in bringing many sons unto glory” 

 



That phrase directly points to God.  Paul wants to make it 

very clear, that the one Who was calling for Jesus’ death on 

the cross was God.  Jesus’ death was not an accident—it was 

something that God planned before the foundation of the 

world. 

 

  1.  Became 

 

   a.  Prepo—Suitable, proper, right, fit 

b.  Jesus’ sacrifice was proper, right, or 

fit 

 

2.  Paul’s point—is that Christ’s sacrifice was 

necessary 

 

a.  It is the only way that man’s dilemma 

could be dealt with adequately 

 

i.  It was the only way that men 

could be made right with God—

“in bringing many sons unto 

glory” 

 

b.  Without Christ’s sacrifice on the 

cross—man could not be saved 

 

  3.  Why Was Christ’s Sacrifice Fitting? 

 

a.  Because it was consistent with the 

character of God 

 

i.  It was consistent with God’s 

holiness 

 

 Because God is holy He 

cannot look past sin 

 God must punish sin 

 He doesn’t just forgive 

sin—without ever dealing 

with it—He has to punish it 

 Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross 

was a demonstration of 

God’ holiness 

 

o Dealing with man’s 

sin 

o Satisfying the 

demands of God’ 

law—his holiness 

 

ii.  It was consistent with God’s 

love 

 

 God is holy and must punish 

sin—but He is also loving 

 God’s love is eternally 

greater than any love we 

know 

 His love is not based upon 

merit or upon affection 

 It is based upon choice  

 It is based upon the welfare 

of others 



 To possess His kind of love 

means to deny oneself for 

the sake of others 

 Jesus’ sacrifice upon the 

cross was the extreme 

example of God’s love 

 

iii.  It was consistent with God’s 

mercy and grace 

 

 Mercy and grace go hand 

and hand 

 

o Mercy is God not 

giving man what he 

deserves 

o Grace is God giving 

man what he does not 

deserve 

 The cross accomplished 

both of those things 

 

o It took away the wrath 

of God from man 

(Mercy)—because 

Jesus took it upon 

Himself 

o It extended God’s 

goodness to man 

(grace)— 

 

 Forgiveness 

 Heaven 

 Sonship 

 Restoration  

 

iv.  It was consistent with God’s 

power  

 

 The cross was God’s 

greatest display of power 

 

o Even greater than 

creation  

o Even greater than all 

the miracles 

o It did what none of 

these things could 

do—it solved the 

problem of man’s sin 

 

 This wisdom went 

completely contrary to what 

man would do or could do 

 Not even the angels 

understood how God would 

solve man’s greatest 

problem 

 

v.  It was consistent with God’s 

wisdom 

 

 The Cross is the true 

demonstration of the 

wisdom of God 

 



B.  Jesus’ Humiliation Was Perfect—“to make the 

captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings” 

 

 1.  Jesus is the Captain of Salvation 

 

  a.  Captain—means pioneer or leader 

b.  It’s a word that is always used of 

person who involves others in his 

endeavors 

c.  Christ is the spearhead leading others 

into the kingdom of God 

 

 2.  Jesus was made perfect 

 

a.  It says that Jesus was made perfect 

through sufferings 

 

i.  The perfection is not a moral 

perfection 

ii.  It is a perfection—in the sense 

of reaching a goal 

iii.  Jesus was able to make the 

way into the kingdom of heaven 

through sufferings 

 

b.  Without Christ’s death—there would 

be no way to heaven 

 

NOTE:  Paul’s point is that Jesus had to be made lower—

because there was no other way for men to be made right 

with God. 

 

III.  Christ Was Made Lower So That He Could Become 

Our Sanctifier (vs. 11-13)—“For both he that sanctifieth 

and they who are sanctified are all of one: for which cause 

he is not ashamed to call them brethren, 12 saying, I WILL 

DECLARE THY NAME UNTO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF THE 

CHURCH WILL I SING PRAISE UNTO THEE. 13 And again, I WILL 

PUT MY TRUST IN HIM. And again, BEHOLD I AND THE CHILDREN 

WHICH GOD HATH GIVEN ME.” 

 

A.  Christ’s Humiliation Has Provided 

Sanctification for Believers 

 

1.  Sanctification means that we have been set 

apart 

 

a.  The believer has been made holy—

positionally before God 

b.  Christ’s death makes the believer as 

holy as God is holy—as righteous as 

Christ is righteous 

 

2.  Practically that doesn’t always seem to be a 

reality 

 

a.  Until Jesus comes back—believers 

will still struggle with sin 

b.  Their unredeemed flesh still hangs on 

and is still a  battle to subdue 

 

B.  We Are United in Sanctification—“For both he 

that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of 

one” 

 



1.  Christ’s Sanctification Makes Us One With 

Him 

 

a.  The Sanctifier (Jesus) and the 

Sanctified (believer) are all of one 

(Father) 

b.  Our sanctification has joined us into 

the intimate family with God 

c.  Believers have been made the 

brethren of Christ 

 

2.  Christ is unashamed—“for which cause he 

is not ashamed to call them brethren” 

 

a.  The believer has been brought into the 

family of God—through Christ’s death 

on the cross 

b.  Christ is not ashamed to calls sinners 

who have been sanctified His brethren 

 

NOTE:  What an amazing thought—that we have been 

brought from one extreme to the other.  Before we were the 

enemies of God, but because of Christ’s death on the cross 

we have been brought into the very family of God.  Not even 

the holy angels have such a closeness with God. 

 

But add to it.  God is not ashamed to be our Father and 

Christ is not ashamed to be called our brother. 

 

Often times the shame is from the other direction.  Believers 

who have been sanctified by Christ are ashamed to call Him 

brother.  What a sin it is for us to be ashamed of Him! 

 

  3.  Scriptural Affirmations of Our Relationship 

 

a.  Psalm 22:22—“I WILL DECLARE THY 

NAME UNTO MY BRETHREN, IN THE MIDST OF 

THE CHURCH WILL I SING PRAISE UNTO 

THEE.” 

 

i.  Paul quotes from Psalm 22:22—

which is a passage that predicted 

the Messiah’s death 

ii.  In the midst that prophecy he 

declares that he will glorify his 

God to his “BRETHREN” 

 

 Jesus came to make sinners 

his “brethren” 

 He would declare the 

Father’s name to his 

brethren 

 

b.  Isaiah 8:17—“I WILL PUT MY TRUST IN 

HIM.”… Isaiah 8:18—“BEHOLD I AND THE 

CHILDREN WHICH GOD HATH GIVEN ME.” 

 

i.  This time he quotes from Isaiah 

8:17-18 

 

 It is a loose quote—but the 

passage again is pointing to 

the coming of the Messiah 

 Isaiah is speaking about the 

children that God has given 

him 



 

o That he would trust in 

God 

o And he would teach 

his children to trust in 

God 

 

 The Messiah would do the 

same with his children—

“brethren” 

 

NOTE:  Jesus had to humble himself so that he could 

sanctify sinners and make them his brethren. 

And he is not ashamed to call them brethren. 

  

 

IV.  Christ Was Made Lower So That He Could Become 

Our Satan-Conqueror (vs. 14-15)—“Forasmuch then as 

the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself 

likewise took part of the same; that through death he might 

destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

15 and deliver them who through fear of death were all their 

lifetime subject to bondage.” 

 

 A.  Satan Holds People in Bondage 

 

1.  Ever since the fall of man into sin—Satan 

has held man in bondage 

 

a.  Satan has usurped the authority that 

God has given to man 

b.  He has held man in that bondage with 

a very powerful weapon—DEATH 

 

    i.  Death is the king of terrors 

    ii.  It is man’s #1 enemy  

iii.  Satan uses death to keep men 

in fear and in subjection to his 

will—“through fear of death were 

all their lifetime subject to 

bondage” 

 

NOTE:  There is much that people will do to avoid death.  

They are fearful of it.  They are fearful of what may happen 

to them after they die.  They are fearful of being punished 

for sin.  So they will do anything to avoid it. 

 

iv.  His kingdom operates under 

the realm of darkness and death 

 

  2.  All men are subject to this bondage 

 

a.  Some may not realize they are under 

that bondage 

b.  Satan will do anything to keep us in 

that bondage 

 

 i.  He blinds us 

 ii.  He lies to us 

 iii.  He scares us 

 

c.  The only way to deal with Satan and 

his weapon of death—is to produce a 

greater weapon 

    

 



NOTE:  Jesus humbled Himself for the purpose of 

confronting Satan at his strongest point—and rendering it 

inoperative—that is DEATH. 

 

B.  Jesus’ Confrontation of Satan—“Forasmuch 

then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 

he also himself likewise took part of the same” 

 

1.  Those who are under Satan’s bondage are 

those who are of “flesh and blood”—human 

2.  The only way God could deal with Satan at 

His greatest point is by becoming a man 

 

 a.  Jesus took on flesh and blood 

b.  Was born for the purpose of 

confronting death—and he who has 

power over death—the devil 

 

  3.  How would Jesus deal with death and Satan? 

 

   a.  He would face death Himself 

 

i.  He would face the punishment 

of man’s sins at the cross—thus 

destroying the fear of death 

ii.  Then 3 days later he would 

raise himself from the dead—thus 

giving victory over death 

 

b.  Jesus’ greater weapon was life—

everlasting life 

c.  Jesus’ death and resurrection removed 

the sting of death 

 

ILLUSTRATION:  Bee flying around in the car. The 

stinger is removed. 

 

C.  No More Fear, No More Bondage—“that 

through death he might destroy him that had the 

power of death, that is, the devil; 15 and deliver them 

who through fear of death were all their lifetime 

subject to bondage.” 

 

V.  Christ Was Made Lower So That He Could Become 

Our Sympathizer (vs. 16-18)—“For verily he took not on 

him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of 

Abraham. 17 Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be 

made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and 

faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 

reconciliation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that he 

himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour 

them that are tempted.” 

 

A.  Jesus Humbled Himself To Become Our 

Substitute, To Provide Salvation, To Sanctify Us 

and Make Us His Brethren, To Destroy Satan’s 

Power Over Us  

B.  He Humbled Himself So That He Could 

Sympathize With Us 

 

1.  Our God is not some all-powerful far distant 

God who wants nothing to do with us 

2.  He became man—so that he could 

sympathize with man 

 



a.  He didn’t take on the form of angels 

(the mediators of the Old Covenant) 

b.  He took on the flesh of a man—of the 

seed of Abraham 

 

i.  What this must have meant to 

the Jews! 

ii.  He knew them inside and out 

iii. He loved these people 

completely 

iv.  He was willing to identify with 

them 

 

  3.  Why? 

 

a.  “that he might be a merciful and 

faithful high priest in things pertaining to 

God” 

b.  Jesus could sympathize with men 

because He knew what it was to be a man 

 

 i.  He knew what it was to hunger 

 ii.  He knew what it was to thirst 

iii.  He knew what it felt like to be 

overcome with fatigue 

iv.  He slept, he taught, he grew, 

he loved, he was astonished, he 

was glad, he was angry, he was 

indignant, he was sarcastic, he was 

grieved, he was troubled 

 

   c.  He knew what temptation was 

 

i.  He was led into the wilderness 

to be tempted of the devil—at a 

level we could never comprehend 

ii.  He was continually harassed by 

the enemies of God 

iii.  But in all things he never 

sinned 

 

Hebrews 4:15—“For we have not an high priest which 

cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 

was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” 

 

C.  Jesus’ humility made it possible that we could 

be helped—“For in that he himself hath suffered 

being tempted, he is able to succour them that are 

tempted.” 

 

CONCLUSION: 

 

ILLUSTRATION: 

 

Father Receives Scars While Rescuing His Son during a 

Tsunami 

 

Wayne Cordeiro tells the story about a church member 

named Bully, a gentle man who got his nickname from his 

days of barking orders at construction sites. After Cordeiro 

noticed the scars on Bully's hands, he asked him, "Bully, 

how'd you get so many cuts?" Bully told the following story 

about a tsunami that hit the Hawaiian Island in the 1960s: 

 

“I was working above the bay that our home 

overlooks. One morning, the tide receded so much 
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that the children ran out to catch fish in the tide pools 

left behind. We'd never witnessed the tide so low 

before, and it gave the kids an unprecedented 

opportunity to play and romp through the reefs that 

now protruded above the waterline like newly formed 

islands in the ocean. But what we didn't know was 

that the ocean was preparing to unleash the largest 

tsunami our sleepy little town had ever experienced. 

Within minutes, a sixty-foot wave charged our 

unsuspecting town with a force we'd never seen 

before. The hungry waters rushed inland. Like bony 

fingers, the waters scratched and pulled homes, cars, 

possessions, and people back into a watery grave. The 

devastating power of that wave left in its wake twisted 

buildings, shattered windows, splintered homes, and 

broken dreams. I ran as fast as I could to our home, 

where I found my wife sobbing uncontrollably. 

"Robby is missing," she shouted. "I can't find Robby!" 

Robby was our six-month-old child who was asleep in 

the house when the ocean raged against our helpless 

village. I was frantic as I looked over the shore strewn 

with the remains of the frail stick houses that were 

now piled in heaps along the sands. Realizing that 

another wave may soon be following, I began running 

on top of the wooden structures, tearing up pieces of 

twisted corrugated roofs that were ripped like 

discarded remains of a demolition project. I tore up 

one piece after another running over boards and 

broken beams until I heard the whimpering of a child 

under one of the mattresses that had gotten lodged 

beneath an overturned car. 

I reached under and pulled up my little son, Robby. I 

tucked him under my arm like a football player 

running for the end zone, then I sprinted back over the 

debris until I reached my wife. We ran for higher 

ground, hugging our child and one another, thanking 

God for his mercy. 

Just then, my wife said, "Bully, your feet and your 

hands. You're covered in blood!" 

I had been wearing tennis shoes, and I didn't realize 

that as I ran over the wreckage, I was stepping on 

protruding nails and screws that had been exposed in 

the rubble. And as I pulled back the torn corrugated 

roofing looking for Robby, the sharp edges tore into 

my hand …. I was so intent on finding my boy that 

nothing else mattered.” 


